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BIRTHDAYS  
Leon Abbott, Larry Berger,  
Bob Capstraw, Bob Cook,  

Frank Dvoracek, Dennis Lee,  
Tom O’Regan, Len Stroud.  

Walt Tingley 

  

BIG SIR REPORT: Dale Snyder 

      BRANCH 70 
ELECTED OFFICERS 
BIG SIR 
Dale Snyder 
[530] 622-3904 
LITTLE SIR 
(To be announced) 
SECRETARY 
Ginelli 
[530] 626-3862 
ASST. SECY. 
Bob Hubble 
[530] 644-2464 
TREASURER 
Robert Goggins 
626-6773 
ASST. TREAS. 
John Blevens 
[530] 647-1625 
DIRECTORS 
Bob Ames 
[530] 672-1709 
Ben Collins 
[530] 644-6661 
James Eliasen 
[530] 622-4089                         
Joel Enns (916) 983-
7166 
Dick Henderson 
[530] 676-7200 
 
APPOINTED POSI-
TIONS 
BRANCH HISTORIAN 
Gil Connell 
[530] 622-0913 
BRANCH CHAPLAIN 
Jim Upshaw 
[530] 622-8793 
BULLETIN EDITOR 
Ben Collins 
[530] 644-6661 
STATE OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 
Arthur E. Pufford 
655 Lobelia Court 
Sonoma, CA 95476 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Davis Reiser 
1499 Montalban Drive 
San Jose, CA 95120 
SECRETARY 
William T. Short 
6631 Onyx Trail 
Pollock Pines, CA 95726 
TREASURER 
Robert Mannell 
2628 Aragon Way 
San Joae, CA 95125 
DIRECTOR REGION #2 
Ronald McCall 
1615 Country Club Drive 
Placerville, CA 95667 
GOVERNOR AREA #30 
David Smyth 
3120 Sundance Trail 
Placerville, CA 95667 
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Editors Note:  In addition to bringing prizes for the drawing, don’t forget to bring your knives, forks, 
plates, etc. for the BBQ. 
 

We had a good luncheon/meeting this month. Callie served us a delicious Swiss steak smothered in mushroom gravy 
and pumpkin pie for dessert. She and her staff really work hard to bring us a nice luncheon. Thank you Callie. 
 
Mike Sproull brought his PR team from the Miwok Tribe to speak to us. It was mainly a question & answer session. 
Our guys had many questions and Stephanie Cuellar, from the Tribal Council , handled them very nicely. 
 
We were hoping to elect our officers for next year at this meeting but as yet we do not have a full slate of candidates for 
all of the posts. We are still seeking candidates for Big SIR; Little SIR; Assistant Treasurer; Assistant Secretary, 
and Historian. C’mon Fellas, let’s step up and fill these posts. Give me a call. 
 
We passed out “opinion survey” forms at the luncheon. I was happy to see that most of the guys filled them out. There 
were fifty-seven members present and we received forty-eight forms back. I compiled all of the results and they are in-
cluded in this letter. These results will be very helpful to your Executive Committee. 
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�������  Kunkle of Placerville PD to speak at one of our lunch-
eons… I contacted Sgt Kunkle and he confirmed that he will appear at our October 2nd luncheon and will bring his 
Bloodhound dog “Hangtown Hank” with him. This will be an interesting presentation so plan on being here on Octo-
ber 2nd.  ~ Concerning our luncheon speakers: Please suggest topics, or future speakers that you would be interested in 
hearing from? 
 
Dale Snyder 

Opinion Survey- SIR’s Branch 70 
(September 4, 2008)   

  
Picnic   (48 Responses)   

Did you attend this year’s picnic?   Yes (23) No (25) 
If yes, was picnic meal satisfactory?  Yes (17) No (5) 

If not, please say why    Meat was too tough – Price too high  
 
~Instead of having our next year’s picnic catered, would you be in favor of preparing our own luncheon? A few of us 
guys could barbeque steaks or something for everyone and we could pick up some salad trays, etc from the local mar-
kets..  Yes (29) No (16) 
 
~If yes, would you be willing to pitch-in and help? Yes (20) No (12)  

 
Regular Monthly Luncheons 

~The rental charges we are currently paying ($150) for our monthly luncheons are slowly draining our treasury. Would 
you be in favor of seeking a less costly hall closer to Placerville?       
  Yes (38) No (10) 
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THE WORLD OF SIR TRAVEL 
 

 Travel Bulletin 
September 25-October 10, 2008  River Cruise on the Rhine & Danube  A 16 day River Cruise beginning in 
Budapest, Hungary and finishing in Amsterdam.  Our journey will take you to 11 cities in Hungary, Austria, 
Germany, and the Netherlands.  You will explore the regal splendor of  Budapest, meander along the fabled 
“Blue Danube” to Vienna, transit the Main-Danube Canal and glide past Germany’s castles (during Okto-
berfest), to the canals of Holland.  All meals, tours, and flights are included.  Cost is $4,5115 PPDO.  Of-
fered by Branch 172 Travel.  Contact Earl Nelson at (209) 642-4925.    

October 1-6, 2008, Washington D.C. Visit Arlington Cemetery, the White House, the Capitol, Major Monu-
ments, Cruise the Potomac, and see a performance at the Kennedy Center. Cost is $2170 PPDO. Offered by 
Branch 189 Travel.  Contact Richard Beers at (559) 431-3728. 

October 6-19, 2008 Danube Dream Glide past fairy-tale castles and medieval villages aboard the river 
cruise ship, MS Switzerland II, traveling the longest river in Europe.  Take in views of the Czech Republic, 
Germany, Slovakia, and Hungary.  Many shore excursions are included with visits to interesting  cities and 
historic sites.  Trip includes r/t air from SFO to Budapest, with return from Prague.  Prices range from $3415 
to $3660 PPDO.  Offered by Area 2 Travel.  Contact Bob Hagler at (925) 934-7620.  

October 24-November 4, 2008  Cruise the Mexican Riviera  Cruise aboard the Norwegian Sun , roundtrip 
from San Francisco.  Ports of call will be Mazatlan, Acapulco, Zihuatejo/Xtapa, Puerto Vallarta, and Cabo 
San Lucas.  This trip has real bargain rates, so it will go fast.  Prices range from $1035 to 1580 PPDO.  Of-
fered by Area 1 Travel.  Contact Paul Thiebaut  at (925) 345-9375 

November 3-15, 2008  Vietnam & Thailand  A 13 day adventure that will take you to Ho Chi Minh City, 
the Mekong Delta, and Halong Bay in Vietnam, and then to sites in Thailand. Price includes r/t air, hotels, 
breakfasts, lunches and dinners. Cost is $3885 PPDO.  Offered by Branch 146.  Contact Bob Spellman at 
(925) 934-8428. 

January 25, 2008-February 10, 2009—Cruise from Australia to New Zealand 
Cruise from Australia to New Zealand on board the Diamond Princess. Two-night, pre-cruise stay in Sydney. Some of the ports of 
call: Melbourne, Fjordland National Park, Dunedin, Christchurch, and Tauranga. Trip Includes r/t air and guided tours of both 
Sydney and Auckland. Prices range from $4190 to $5470 PPDO. Offered by Branches 101 & 121 Travel. Call Werner Schlapfer 
at 925-443-8291 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
BOB GOGGINS 

 
Br. 70 Funds Available  
Checking       $1001.80 
 Petty Cash        230.00  
Total Funds   $1231.80 

 MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  
JOEL ENNS 

 
       Active: 79           Inactive: 1 
                       

 
                                                                                                                   



OPINION SURVEY CONTINUED 

Suggestions for an Alternate Facility:             Cold Springs Golf & Country Club:  11 
                                                                         Veteran’s Hall:                                     4 
                                                                          Fairgrounds                                         2 
                                                                          Diamond Firehouse                             1    
 
 

PICNIC PICTURES CONTINUED                                                                        

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                               -3-                                                                                                                                
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NON-RESPONSIBILITY CLAUSE 
All tours and other activities for SONS-IN-RETIREMENT, INC. or its branches or committees, are for the conven-
ience and pleasure of members and guests who desire to participate. However, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC. 
and the branches do not assume any responsibility for the well being or safety of participants or passengers, or 
their property, in any matters pertaining to said tours, trips or other activities. 

CHECKS FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITIES 
Checks for travel events of three (3) nights or less shall be made payable to the branch, or, if arranged through a 
travel agency, checks may be made to an agency at the branch's option. Checks for travel events for four (4) or 
more nights shall be made to the travel agency. 

ATTENDANCE 
Regular members missing three (3) consecutive meetings without NOTIFYING THEIR ATTENDANCE  Chairman 
giving a valid reason, or attending less than six (6) meetings within the last twelve (12) months shall be notified by 
form letter #4 of their pending membership termination. Certification of attendance at another branch meeting will 
be considered as credit to the attendance record. 
 
 

             
    Guest Speakers from Red Hawk Casino                        Birthday Draw Winner & More! 
   Mike Sprouell & Stephanie Cuellar on Left                                   Lew Pledger 
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DRY DIGGIN’S BRANCH #70 

Ben Collins, Editor 
3266 Vista del Mundo 

Camino, CA 95709-9587 
bencollins@comcast.net 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

NEXT MEETING 
OCTOBER 2, 2008 

ELKS LODGE 
SHINGLE SPRINGS 


