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HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
Al Brunello, Jim Coleman, Art 

Edwards, Norm Kotelnicki, 
Roger Krodel, John Miller, John 

Palmer 
(Don’t forget to pick up your Birthday 

Drawing Ticket!) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITTLE SIR REPORT:  . 

….ON THE LITE SIDE…  

I always wanted to be a procrastinator, never got around to it.  
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Jim Upshaw 
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Ben Collins 
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STATE OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 
David M. Reiser 
1499 Montalban Drive 
San Jose, CA 95120 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Floyd “Buck” Kendrick 
25591 Chapin Road 
Los Altos Hills, CA 94022 
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Gary R. Gruber 
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TREASURER 
Robert Mannell 
2628 Aragon Way 
San Joae, CA 95125 
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Ronald McCall 
1615 Country Club Drive 
Placerville, CA 95667 
GOVERNOR AREA #30 
Dale Snyder 
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Our first luncheon at Cold Springs Country Club was enjoyed by all. We had a good turnout and a good meal. Our 
Executive Committee voted to lower the luncheon cost from $14 to $12. This price reduction reflects the savings 
realized in hall rental costs. Our luncheon price also includes coffee, soft drinks and all gratuities. 
 
Sheriff Jeff Neves updated us on the problems his department is dealing with in our growing county. He pointed 
out that when the population passes the 100,000 mark, the problems seem to take a disproportionate leap. The sher-
iff also talked about the service that the New Morning organization provides for children in trouble. It was an enter-
taining presentation and thanks go to Little SIR, Ray Snider, for arranging such interesting speakers. 
 
Norm Smith, the Big SIR from Branch 165 addressed our group in connection with the possible merger between our 
two branches. After Norm and his group had departed, our members present were asked to vote on the question of 
whether or not to merge our branch 70 with their branch 165. A show of hands soundly rejected the proposal. Some 
of our members later mentioned to me that they would be more than happy to accept all of their members into our 
branch on an individual basis. I later passed this information on to Norm Smith. 
 
Ron Duncan was inducted into our group at today’s meeting. Ron will be our Travel Coordinator and work with 
all branches in our area to arrange interesting trips. Ron’s wife Gwen, runs Cordially Yours Travel in Cameron 
Park and she will be happy to work with us and put together whatever trips you would like. Let’s all take advantage 
of this new opportunity….  On that same score, don’t forget that Frank Pignata from Branch 165 is working to 
arrange fun day golf trips for us. He’s in Hawaii this week but give him a call next week at 677-8009 (calfranky 
@comcast.net) and get on his golf buddies list.   
 
Our move to Cold Springs cost us a few members, two of which were directors on our Executive Committee. Our 
Executive Committee deals with the various questions that always seem to keep popping up. We need to replace 
these two members as soon as possible and I would like to fill these two posts at the February meeting. Please con-
sider becoming a member of this committee. It’s not a lot of work - we just want your input. We also need an Assis-
tant Secretary and Assistant Treasurer. 
 
I will be stepping down as your Big SIR at the February meeting and we will be electing someone to fill this spot. 
Please think about who you would like to nominate to be our Big SIR for 2009.  See you on February 5th.  
 
LITTLE SIR REPORT: Ray Snider  
As announced in the January Bulletin, our speaker at our next meeting in February, will be Doug 
Noble, (Mountain Democrat), telling stories of El Dorado “Gold Mining Days”.  He’s also quite 
noted for his observations on food & wine establishment in our area.  Should be interesting! 
 

“ON THE LITE SIDE” 
He has the sort of face that makes you realize 

God does have a sense of humor. 
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our speaker for April will be mr. doug noble. some  of us are familiar with doug's writings 
for the mountain 
democrat. doug will talk about california history in general including stories of the mother 
lode. he may also have some things to say regarding wine and food if time permits.  
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….ON THE LITE SIDE…. 
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Emerald Luther , a member of SIRS since May 1975, recently sponsored our newest member Joel 
Espinoza into our Branch.  During Emerald’s 34 years as a SIR, I don’t know how many other 
members he has sponsored but I imagine quite a few. The secret words to get new SIR Members is 
to just “ask our friends”. Now don’t ask me how many SIRS I have sponsored since June 2003 the 
year I joined, because with a red face I would have to say none. But this year I will change that to at 
least three, for as I think back on the SIR friends I have made and the fellowship that I had with 
them and my SIR father in law, Jack Vivian and his two SIR brothers Bob and Doug Vivian. I 
don’t want to short changed my friends and I want them to experience the same joy and camarade-
rie of knowing all of you in our SIRS Dry Diggins Chapter 70 and to listen to our informative 
speakers as I have these past 6 years. 
Frank Thomas has resigned as our Caller Coordinator and Bob Goggins agreed to take over those 
duties, but if one of our members would like to take on this office I think that Bob would surely 
appreciate it. Besides being our Treasurer, which he is doing an outstanding job, he is the Chairman 
of our August Picnic Financial Committee, has also volunteered to be the Master of Ceremonies for 
the event, but his biggest job is trying to keep me on track as the Big SIR. So if you would like to 
take on the Caller Coordinator’s duties give me a call. I’ll even give you the phone number so you 
won’t have to look it up 622-5427.  
I’m looking forward to our June meeting since that is my Birthday Month and I just know that I 
will have my ticket drawn for the Free June Birthday Boy Lunch (at 72) so you other June birth-
days might as well not even get a ticket. Of course, miracles do happen and you just might win the 
lunch. So we will find out on June 4th just who will win. See you at the meeting.�
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THE WORLD OF SIR TRAVEL 
 

Travel Bulletin 
 

November 3-15, 2008  Vietnam & Thailand  A 13 day adventure that will take you to Ho Chi Minh City, 
the Mekong Delta, and Halong Bay in Vietnam, and then to sites in Thailand. Price includes r/t air, hotels, 
breakfasts, lunches and dinners. Cost is $3885 PPDO.  Offered by Branch 146.  Contact Bob Spellman at 
(925) 934-8428. 

November 4-23, 2008—Exotic Cruise to Santiago Chile 
A 19 day cruise aboard the Norwegian Sun from San Francisco. Nine ports of call, including: Acapulco, 
Mexico— Puerto Quetzal, Guatemala—Puntarenas, Costa Rica—Quito (Manta), Ecuador—Lima (Callao), 
Peru—Arica, Chile—LaSerna (Coquimbo), Chile—and Santiago. Prices range from $3148 to $3678 PPDO. 
Offered by Branches 20, 36, 85, and 104 Travel. Call Tom Cutting at 831-476-9725. 
 
November 10-22, 2008—Egyptian Odyssey  Cruising the magical waters of the Nile for 7 days --aboard the 
MS Crown Empress -- is the most enjoyable and relaxing way to experience the many sights and wonders of 
ancient Egypt. The trip includes four nights at the Grand Hyatt in Cairo, allowing time to see all the main 
attractions in and around the city. November is considered one of the most favorable months to visit Egypt. 
Cost is $4195 PPDO. Offered by Branch 114 Travel. Call Jim Stoner at 408-238-8458. 
 
December 13-22, 2008—Galapagos and More!!  This trip will include the famous Otavalo Market before 
getting on board the Coral II for 5 days of touring the Archipelago. There will be a full-time naturalist to 
answer our questions and be our guide. The ship limits passengers to 20 and will be exclusive for SIR on 
this trip. Prices range from $4120 to $4425 PPDO. Offered by Branch 62 Travel. Call Ray Kriess at 650-
968-4299. 
 
December 29, 2008-January 2, 2009—New Years Eve at the Beautiful Gaylord Opryland Resort  This is a 
wonderful trip to a magnificent resort in Nashville. Price includes: all four nights at the resort, four break 
fasts, dinner cruise aboard the General Jackson, performance at the Grand Ole Opry, gala New Years Eve 
party and much more. Cost is $1567 PPDO. Offered by Branches 45 & 109 Travel. Call  Larry Garvin at 
530-673-3693. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
BOB GOGGINS 

 
Br. 70 Funds Available  
Checking       $816.40 
 Petty Cash      230.00  
                      $1046.40 

 MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  
(To be announced) 

 
       Active: 67           Inactive: 0 
                       

 
                                                                                                                   

   Travel Bulletin  
July 13-23, 2009 -Alaska & Canada Cruise 
Round trip cruise from San Francisco aboard the Sea Princess. 10 nights including ports of call at Ketchi-
kan, Juneau, Skagway, and Victoria BC, plus Tracy Arm Fjord scenic cruising. Prices range from $1840 to 
$2965 PPDO. Offered by Area 1 Travel. Call Harry Redlick at 650-583-3961. 
 
 August 8-23,2009-Romantic Rhine & Moselle Rivers 
Explore Holland’s colorful capital as you cruse through Amsterdam’s enchantimng canals on this 14 night 
cruise from Amsterdam to Basel on board Avalon Waterway’s brand new ship, the MS Affinity. Trip in-
cludes all meals and r/t air. Costs run from $6270 to $8669. Offered by Branch 116 Travel. Call Ken Rich-
ter at 925-689-6217. 
 
August 15-20, 2009-Yellowstone & Tetons Mountain Majesty 
Enjoy the Scenic wonders of Yellowstone and the Grand Teton National Parks. The tour features include: 
Bream Canyon, a performance by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, a tour of Salt Lake City and a boat trip on 
the Snake River. Five nights and 9 meals are provided along with r/t air. Cost is $1545 PPDO. Offered by 
Branch 10 Travel. Call Mike Console at 408-246-1080 or John Pletsch at 408-274-2992. 
 
August 22-September 4, 2009-Authentic Ireland 
Explore the ancient and contemporary history, culture and scenic wonders of the Emerald Isle. Stops include 
all the famous places in Ireland and with just 24 travelers, the small group means a more personal experi-
ence. R/T air, hotels and 16 meals are among what is included on this trip. Cost is $4259 PPDO. Offered 
by Branch 39 Travel. Call Neil Jameson at 831-336-2476. 
 
September 1-11, 2009-Cruise Alaska & Canada 
This cruise is round trip from San Francisco on board the Sea Princess. Ports of call include Ketchikan, Jun-
eau, Skagway, and Victoria BC, plus a visit to the Tracy Arm Fjord. Prices range from $1735 to $2785 
PPDO. Offered by Branch 113 Travel. Call Russ Salazar at 530-644-3809. 
 
September 11-26, 2009-Castles Along the Rhine & Danube 
This is a 16 day cruise from Budapest to Amsterdam. We will depart from San Francisco and board our de-
luxe river cruise ship in Budapest. We will then travel through Hungary, Austria, Germany, and the Nether-
lands, with 12 shore excursions. Pricing begins at $4499 PPDO. Offered by Branch 172 Travel. Call Earl 
Nelson at 209-586-5661. 



 
Travel Continued 

 
September 24-October 12, 2009-Highlights of South Africa 
On this comprehensive 19 day trip you will discover the cultural and natural wonders of South Africa. The trip will take you 
to such places as Johannesburg, Kruger National Park, Swaziland, Zululand, Wilderness and Cape Town with some optional 
side trips available. Cost is $4195 PPDO and includes r/t air, 17-night hotel stay, 32 meals, and 13 sightseeing tours. 
Offered by Area 2 Travel. Call Bob Spellman at 925-934-8428. 
 
October 23–November 3, 2009-Mexican Riviera Cruise 
Experience a 12 day cruise on board Norwegian Cruise Line’s Norwegian Sun. Dance the night away , shop for famous 
Mexican silver, taste some of Mexico’s famous Tequilas, play golf at some of  Mexico’s finest courses, or simply cruise 
along for the ride along the Gold Coast of Mexico. Golfer and non-golfer prices range from $1030 TO $1959. Offered by 
Branches 45 & 109 Travel. Call Larry Garvin at 530-673-3693 
 
                              
                                               Big Sir Roger Krodel On Left (Too much flash you say?) 
                                                          Birthday Winner Dick Parsons On Right 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

                  New Branch 70 Sir Member, Joel Espinoza                               Guest Speaker Sandra Danz 
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NON-RESPONSIBILITY CLAUSE: 
All tours and other activities for SONS-IN-RETIREMENT, INC. or its branches or committees, are for the conven-
ience and pleasure of members and guests who desire to participate. However, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC. 
and the branches do not assume any responsibility for the well being or safety of participants or passengers, or 
their property, in any matters pertaining to said tours, trips or other activities. 

CHECKS FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITIES: 
Checks for travel events of three (3) nights or less shall be made payable to the branch, or, if arranged through a 
travel agency, checks may be made to an agency at the branch's option. Checks for travel events for four (4) or 
more nights shall be made to the travel agency. 

ATTENDANCE: 
Regular members missing three (3) consecutive meetings without NOTIFYING THEIR ATTENDANCE  Chairman 
giving a valid reason, or attending less than six (6) meetings within the last twelve (12) months shall be notified by 
form letter #4 of their pending membership termination. Certification of attendance at another branch meeting will 
be considered as credit to the attendance record. 
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  First 
Class  

Postage 

 
DRY DIGGIN’S BRANCH #70 

Ben Collins, Editor 
3266 Vista del Mundo 

Camino, CA 95709-9587 
bencollins@comcast.net 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

NEXT MEETING 
JUNE 4, 2009 

COLD SPRINGS GOLF 
CLUB 

PLACERVILLE 


