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BIRTHDAYS  
Ray Beckett, Al Brunello, 

 Jim Coleman, Art Edwards, Red 
Dog Erickson,  

Ron Huston, Norm Kotelnicki, 
Roger Krodel, John Miller, 

Howie Mosbacher, 
 John Palmer 

  

BIG SIR’S REPORT:  

Sorry I missed the May Meeting, but every now and then one needs to enjoy a little travel, and 
that’s what my wife and I did.  We took a tour to Branson, MO and had a wonderful time.  Wish 
you could have joined us. 

I understand that our guest speaker, Sean Ricci, from our local CHP Office, failed to show.  I’m 
sure that must have been a disappointment to many of you.  When I arrived home I found a mes-
sage from him on my phone saying he was sorry but he was the only one at the office and could 
not leave. The message came in at 12:47 P.M. on the date of our Thursday meeting…. Not to 
worry though… Our very own Bill  George, filled in with  an excellent presentation of the latest 
happenings going on in EID. Thanks again Bill , for “saving the day”. 

It’s not too early to remind you of our ANNUAL  PICNIC  coming up AUGUST 7TH, at the High 
Hill Ranch.  Our Executive Committee is working hard to prepare a fun event for you. Tickets are 
$15.00 per person and will be available at our June and July meetings.  There will be no tickets 
sold at the door because Callie must know in advance how many to prepare for. Tickets may be 
purchased at our June or July meetings or you may  send your check to our Treasurer, Bob Gog-
gins, who will mail the tickets to you.  

Finally, a big thanks to our Membership Chairman, Joel Enns, for filling in and conducting the 
meeting in my absence.  From what I hear, he did a fantastic job! See you at the June meet-
ing!..........Dale Snyder 

 

LITTLE SIR REPORT:  Still no takers.  Come On!.  Someone step up and fill this position. 

 

….ON THE LITE SIDE…  

If you think nobody cares, try missing a couple of car payments. 
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THE WORLD OF SIR TRAVEL 
 

 Travel Bulletin 
July 8-15, 2008  Calgary Stampede.  Enjoy the excitement of the Calgary Stampede, one of the greatest out-
door shows on earth. Also, visit other attractions like Lake Louise and the Kootenay Rockies. R/T Air, 7 
nights and all meals included.  Cost is $2375 PPDO.  Offered by Area 33 Travel.  Contact Barney Gruber 
at (916) 663-3537. 
 
August 16-24, 2008  Trains of the Colorado Rockies.  Nine day trip with 12 meals.  Some of the highlights 
are: Denver, Rocky Mountain National Park, Georgetown Loop Railroad, Vail, Durango & Silverton Rail-
road, Mesa Verde National Park, Royal George Railroad, and Pike’s Peak Cog Railroad.  Cost is $2199 
PPDO.  Offered by Branch 117.  Contact Tony Praxel at (916) 285-9656. 
 
September 5 - 14, 2008  Grand Alaska Land Tour  The Grand Alaska escorted land tour is an experience of 
a lifetime.  See spectacular mountains and valleys; watch wildlife and sea in their natural habitat, and view 
enormous glaciers.  This is the perfect cruisers to Alaska.  We will travel to Anchorage, Veldez, Fairbanks, 
and Denali National Park.  Trip includes all air transportation, most meals, professional tour manager, round 
trip transportation to the Bay Area Airport, and other amenities.  Price is $3,900PPDO.  Offered by Branch 
88 Travel.  Contact  John Hoffman at (707) 642-4925.   

September 7-11, 2008  The Big Apple  There is no place quite like New York and September is the very 
best time to see it. Trip includes all transportation, stay at the Edison Hotel, right in the heart of Times 
Square. Two Broadway Shows, guided tours, and much more.  Cost is $1848 PPDO.  Offered by Branch 
143 Travel. Contact Bill Torrens  at (209) 667-0244. 

September 13, 2008  Grand Tour of Germany  From the Alps to the North Sea, the Black Forest and the 
Rhine Valley, to the once divided Berlin...discover the varied regions of this European power-house, with an 
exciting blend of culture, cities, rivers, and Bavarian charm.  The trip is extensive, but leisurely priced. Price 
is $3660 PPDO.  Offered by Branch 96 Travel. Contact Lee Suess at (209) 296-2235. 

September 13-27, 2008  A Taste of Northern Italy  A ten day adventure through Northern Italy.  The trip 
includes: The Lake District, Cinque Terre, and a visit with Leonardo DaVinci’s Last Supper. Cost is $2999 
PPDO including air from SFO and 13 meals. Contact Michael Clark  at (650) 347-0919. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
BOB GOGGINS 

Br. 70 Funds Available  
Checking     $  777.04 
 Petty Cash      230.00  
Total Funds $1007.04 

 MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  
 

JOEL ENNS 
 

       Active: 79           Inactive: 3 
                       

 
                                                                                                                   
 



                                                          TRAVEL (CONTINUED) 

September 21-October 2, 2008.  Mexican Riviera Cruise.  A 12 day round trip cruise from San Francisco 
aboard the Norwegian Sun with visits to Mazatlan, Acapulco, lxtapa, Puerto Vallarta, and Cabo San Lucas. 
Prices range from $1260 to $1682 PPDO.  Offered by Area 7 Travel.  Contact Paul Peters at (510) 724-
8345. 

September 25-October 10, 2008  River Cruise on the Rhine & Danube  A 16 day River Cruise beginning 
in Budapest, Hungary and finishing in Amsterdam.  Our journey will take you to 11 cities in Hungary, 
Austria, Germany, and the Netherlands.  You will explore the regal splendor of  Budapest, meander along 
the fabled “Blue Danube” to Vienna, transit the Main-Danube Canal and glide past Germany’s castles 
(during Oktoberfest), to the canals of Holland.  All meals, tours, and flights are included.  Cost is $4,5115 
PPDO.  Offered by Branch 172 Travel.  Contact Earl Nelson at (209) 642-4925.    

October 1-6, 2008, Washington D.C. Visit Arlington Cemetery, the White House, the Capitol, Major 
Monuments, Cruise the Potomac, and see a performance at the Kennedy Center. Cost is $2170 PPDO. 
Offered by Branch 189 Travel.  Contact Richard Beers at (559) 431-3728. 

October 6-19, 2008 Danube Dream Glide past fairy-tale castles and medieval villages aboard the river 
cruise ship, MS Switzerland II, traveling the longest river in Europe.  Take in views of the Czech 
Republic, Germany, Slovakia, and Hungary.  Many shore excursions are included with visits to interesting  
cities and historic sites.  Trip includes r/t air from SFO to Budapest, with return from Prague.  Prices range 
from $3415 to $3660 PPDO.  Offered by Area 2 Travel.  Contact Bob Hagler at (925) 934-7620.  

October 24-November 4, 2008  Cruise the Mexican Riviera  Cruise aboard the Norwegian Sun , roundtrip 
from San Francisco.  Ports of call will be Mazatlan, Acapulco, Zihuatejo/Xtapa, Puerto Vallarta, and Cabo 
San Lucas.  This trip has real bargain rates, so it will go fast.  Prices range from $1035 to 1580 PPDO.  
Offered by Area 1 Travel.  Contact Paul Thiebaut  at (925) 345-9375 

November 3-15, 2008  Vietnam & Thailand  A 13 day adventure that will take you to Ho Chi Minh City, 
the Mekong Delta, and Halong Bay in Vietnam, and then to sites in Thailand. Price includes r/t air, hotels, 
breakfasts, lunches and dinners. Cost is $3885 PPDO.  Offered by Branch 146.  Contact Bob Spellman at 
(925) 934-8428. 

November 4-23, 2008  Exotic Cruise to Santiago Chile  A 19 day cruise aboard the Norwegian Sun from 
San Francisco.  Nine ports of call, including : Acapulco, Mexico- Puerto Quetzal, Guatemala-Puntarenas, 
Costa Rica-Quinto (Manta) Ecuador-Lima (Callao), Peru-Arica, Chile– La Serna (Coquimbo) Chile-and 
Santiago. Prices range from $3148 to $36PPDO. Offered by Branches 20, 36, 85, and 104 Travel. Contact 
Tom Cutting at (831) 476-9725. 

December 13-22, 2008  Galapagos and More!  This trip will include the famous Otavalo Market before 
getting on board the Coral ll for 5 days of touring the Archipelago. There will be a full time naturalist to 
answer our questions and be our guide. The ship limits passengers to 20 and will be exclusive for SIR on 
this trip. Prices range from $4120 to $4425 PPDO. Offer by Branch 62 Travel.  Contact Ray Kriess at 
(650) 968-4299. 

December 29, 2008-January 2, 2009  New Years Eve at the Beautiful Gaylord Opryland Resort  One of 
most wonderful trips ever was several years ago to this magnificent resort. Price includes: all four nights at 
the resort, four breakfasts, dinner cruise aboard the General Jackson, performance at the Grand Ole Opry, 
gala New Years Eve party and much more. Cost is $1765 PPDO. Offered by Branch 143 Travel. Contact 
Bill Torrens at (209) 667-0244. 
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NON-RESPONSIBILITY CLAUSE 
All tours and other activities for SONS-IN-RETIREMENT, INC. or its branches or committees, are for the 
convenience and pleasure of members and guests who desire to participate. However, SONS IN RETIREMENT, 
INC. and the branches do not assume any responsibility for the well being or safety of participants or 
passengers, or their property, in any matters pertaining to said tours, trips or other activities. 

CHECKS FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITIES 
Checks for travel events of three (3) nights or less shall be made payable to the branch, or, if arranged through a 
travel agency, checks may be made to an agency at the branch's option. Checks for travel events for four (4) or 
more nights shall be made to the travel agency. 

ATTENDANCE 
Regular members missing three (3) consecutive meetings without NOTIFYING THEIR ATTENDANCE  
CHAIRMAN, giving a valid reason, or attending less than six (6) meetings within the last twelve (12) months shall 
be notified by form letter #4 of their pending membership termination. Certification of attendance at another 
branch meeting will be considered as credit to the attendance record. 
 
 

  He Won the Birthday Draw for May 
Pete Nossardi 

             
                                   

  First 
Class  

Postage 

 
DRY DIGGIN’S BRANCH #70 

Ben Collins, Editor 
3266 Vista Del Mundo 

Camino, CA 95709-9587 
bencollins@comcast.net 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

NEXT MEETING 
JUNE 5, 2008 
ELKS LODGE 

SHINGLE SPRINGS 


