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HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
Norm Nester, Jon Somplack 

And  
All December Honoree’s Too! 

 
(Don’t forget to pick up your 

drawing tickets!) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITTLE SIR REPORT:  . 

….ON THE LITE SIDE…  

I always wanted to be a procrastinator, never got around to it.  
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Our first luncheon at Cold Springs Country Club was enjoyed by all. We had a good turnout and a good meal. Our 
Executive Committee voted to lower the luncheon cost from $14 to $12. This price reduction reflects the savings 
realized in hall rental costs. Our luncheon price also includes coffee, soft drinks and all gratuities. 
 
Sheriff Jeff Neves updated us on the problems his department is dealing with in our growing county. He pointed 
out that when the population passes the 100,000 mark, the problems seem to take a disproportionate leap. The sher-
iff also talked about the service that the New Morning organization provides for children in trouble. It was an enter-
taining presentation and thanks go to Little SIR, Ray Snider, for arranging such interesting speakers. 
 
Norm Smith, the Big SIR from Branch 165 addressed our group in connection with the possible merger between our 
two branches. After Norm and his group had departed, our members present were asked to vote on the question of 
whether or not to merge our branch 70 with their branch 165. A show of hands soundly rejected the proposal. Some 
of our members later mentioned to me that they would be more than happy to accept all of their members into our 
branch on an individual basis. I later passed this information on to Norm Smith. 
 
Ron Duncan was inducted into our group at today’s meeting. Ron will be our Travel Coordinator and work with 
all branches in our area to arrange interesting trips. Ron’s wife Gwen, runs Cordially Yours Travel in Cameron 
Park and she will be happy to work with us and put together whatever trips you would like. Let’s all take advantage 
of this new opportunity….  On that same score, don’t forget that Frank Pignata from Branch 165 is working to 
arrange fun day golf trips for us. He’s in Hawaii this week but give him a call next week at 677-8009 (calfranky 
@comcast.net) and get on his golf buddies list.   
 
Our move to Cold Springs cost us a few members, two of which were directors on our Executive Committee. Our 
Executive Committee deals with the various questions that always seem to keep popping up. We need to replace 
these two members as soon as possible and I would like to fill these two posts at the February meeting. Please con-
sider becoming a member of this committee. It’s not a lot of work - we just want your input. We also need an Assis-
tant Secretary and Assistant Treasurer. 
 
I will be stepping down as your Big SIR at the February meeting and we will be electing someone to fill this spot. 
Please think about who you would like to nominate to be our Big SIR for 2009.  See you on February 5th.  
 
LITTLE SIR REPORT: Ray Snider  
As announced in the January Bulletin, our speaker at our next meeting in February, will be Doug 
Noble, (Mountain Democrat), telling stories of El Dorado “Gold Mining Days”.  He’s also quite 
noted for his observations on food & wine establishment in our area.  Should be interesting! 
 

“ON THE LITE SIDE” 
He has the sort of face that makes you realize 

God does have a sense of humor. 
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our speaker for April will be mr. doug noble. some  of us are familiar with doug's writings 
for the mountain 
democrat. doug will talk about california history in general including stories of the mother 
lode. he may also have some things to say regarding wine and food if time permits.  
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….ON THE LITE SIDE…. 
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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to All:  
We had a delightful luncheon for Christmas on December 3rd at the Cold Springs 
Country Club. I thought the meal was just excellent and I think most people really 
enjoyed it also.  The ladies seemed to like the beautiful roses for which we owe Dale 
Snyder a big thank you for making all the arrangements therefor. And thank you, 
also, to my friend Becky Bell for presenting them to the ladies as they arrived. The 

arrangement and table decor set up by the Country Club Staff was very very nice. 
  
The entertainment quartet was really very good. I was surprised at how well they performed. 
And here again, we need to thank Dale Snyder for locating them and arranging for them 
to entertain. I enjoyed their singing very much as well as a couple of sing-along numbers. 
 I hope all of you did also. 
  
Last but not least I want to thank Bob Goggins for all of the things he does, every month, to 
make everything flow smoothly.  He keeps the books in order and is always there to handle 
whatever is necessary like remembering to thank the kitchen staff and handing out extra 
roses and so on.  He handled the ticket sales and collection with his usual efficiency. 
Thanks Bob. 
  
 
We had a reasonably good turn out and I thank you all for coming.  I hope that you had a  
good time.  I courage you to continue your support of the SIR organization by attending  
our monthly luncheons on a regular basis.  It is important that you are there not just for 
what you can derive from others but also what you can contribute to them. 
  
Finally, consider bringing a friend as a guest and potentially a new member. 
  
Pete! 
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….On The Lite Side…. 
The sole purpose of a child’s middle name 

is so he/she can tell when they are really in trouble! 
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THE WORLD OF SIR TRAVEL 
 

Travel Bulletin 
 

November 3-15, 2008  Vietnam & Thailand  A 13 day adventure that will take you to Ho Chi Minh City, 
the Mekong Delta, and Halong Bay in Vietnam, and then to sites in Thailand. Price includes r/t air, hotels, 
breakfasts, lunches and dinners. Cost is $3885 PPDO.  Offered by Branch 146.  Contact Bob Spellman at 
(925) 934-8428. 

November 4-23, 2008—Exotic Cruise to Santiago Chile 
A 19 day cruise aboard the Norwegian Sun from San Francisco. Nine ports of call, including: Acapulco, 
Mexico— Puerto Quetzal, Guatemala—Puntarenas, Costa Rica—Quito (Manta), Ecuador—Lima (Callao), 
Peru—Arica, Chile—LaSerna (Coquimbo), Chile—and Santiago. Prices range from $3148 to $3678 PPDO. 
Offered by Branches 20, 36, 85, and 104 Travel. Call Tom Cutting at 831-476-9725. 
 
November 10-22, 2008—Egyptian Odyssey  Cruising the magical waters of the Nile for 7 days --aboard the 
MS Crown Empress -- is the most enjoyable and relaxing way to experience the many sights and wonders of 
ancient Egypt. The trip includes four nights at the Grand Hyatt in Cairo, allowing time to see all the main 
attractions in and around the city. November is considered one of the most favorable months to visit Egypt. 
Cost is $4195 PPDO. Offered by Branch 114 Travel. Call Jim Stoner at 408-238-8458. 
 
December 13-22, 2008—Galapagos and More!!  This trip will include the famous Otavalo Market before 
getting on board the Coral II for 5 days of touring the Archipelago. There will be a full-time naturalist to 
answer our questions and be our guide. The ship limits passengers to 20 and will be exclusive for SIR on 
this trip. Prices range from $4120 to $4425 PPDO. Offered by Branch 62 Travel. Call Ray Kriess at 650-
968-4299. 
 
December 29, 2008-January 2, 2009—New Years Eve at the Beautiful Gaylord Opryland Resort  This is a 
wonderful trip to a magnificent resort in Nashville. Price includes: all four nights at the resort, four break 
fasts, dinner cruise aboard the General Jackson, performance at the Grand Ole Opry, gala New Years Eve 
party and much more. Cost is $1567 PPDO. Offered by Branches 45 & 109 Travel. Call  Larry Garvin at 
530-673-3693. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
BOB GOGGINS 

 
Br. 70 Funds Available  
Checking       $809.449 
 Petty Cash        230.00  
Total Funds   $1039.49 

 MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  
Dale Snyder  

 
      Active: 55           Inactive: 0 
                       

 
                                                                                                                   

    

Travel Bulletin   
New Year’s Cruise - December 26, 2009-January 3, 2010 
A wonderful New Year’s cruise aboard the Norwegian Spirit, round trip from New Orleans. 8 nights, in-
cluding a pre-cruise in New Orleans! Included are several ports of call in the Caribbean and in Cozumel, 
Mexico. Costs range from $1,790 to $2,795 PPDO. Offered by Area 1 Travel. Call Harry Redlick at 650-
583-3961.   
 
Round Trip Cruise to Hawaii - March 12-27, 2010 
This is a 15 day cruise…5 days cruising to Hawaii, then 5 days visiting 4 of the islands and then 5 days 
cruising back to San Diego. Cruising on a Holland America ship is cruising at its finest and this smaller 
ship, with only 1400 passengers, 
has everything the larger ships have to offer. Prices range from $2245 to $4475. Offered by Area 14 Travel. 
Call Jerry Weisner at 209-334-5181. 
 
Round Trip Cruise to Hawaii - March 12-27, 2010 
This is a 15 day cruise…5 days cruising to Hawaii, then 5 days visiting 4 of the islands and then 5 days 
cruising back to San Diego. Cruising on a Holland America ship is cruising at its finest and this smaller 
ship, with only 1400 passengers, 
has everything the larger ships have to offer. Prices range from $2245 to $4475. Offered by Area 14 Travel. 
Call Jerry Weisner at 209-334-5181. 
 
The Magnificent Copper Canyon - March 19-27, 2010 
This 9 day trip features a private rail car train ride and sightseeing through the Copper Canyon in Mexico. 
Also a private coach will take us from Phoenix to San Carlos on the Sea of Cortez, with a scenic cruise on 
the Sea of Cortez, visits to silver mines and visits with the local Mayo Indians. All but 3 meals are included. 
Cost is $2312 PPDO. Call Rick Wayne at 925-371-6667. 
 
Discover Croatia - April 25-May 7, 2010 
This is truly a wonderful trip featuring the Dalmatian Coast and Slovenia. An unforgettable journey to ex-
plore the hidden treasures and wonders of Croatia with medieval castles, tranquil lakes, rolling green hills, 
and sandy beaches. Trip includes 17 meals in all. Prices range from $2229 (land only) to $3899 (land and 
air) PPDO. Offered by Branch 22 Travel. Call  Henry Puccinelli at 415-457-3390 or Paul Hiatt at 415-
454-2240. 



...Travel Continued… 
 

Round Trip Cruise to Hawaii - March 12-27, 2010 
This is a 15 day cruise…5 days cruising to Hawaii, then 5 days visiting 4 of the islands and then 5 days cruising back 
to San Diego. Cruising on a Holland America ship is cruising at its finest and this smaller ship, with only 1400 
passengers, 
has everything the larger ships have to offer. Prices range from $2245 to $4475. Offered by Area 14 Travel. Call 
Jerry Weisner at 209-334-5181. 
 
March 19-27, 2010 
The Magnificent Copper Canyon - March 19-27, 2010 
This 9 day trip features a private rail car train ride and sightseeing through the Copper Canyon in Mexico. Also a 
private 
coach will take us from Phoenix to San Carlos on the Sea of Cortez, with a scenic cruise on the Sea of Cortez, visits to 
silver mines and visits with the local Mayo Indians. All but 3 meals are included. Cost is $2312 PPDO. Call Rick 
Wayne at 925-371-6667. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIR 2009 Picnic Photos                              
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...Travel Continued… 
Panama Canal Cruise - May 7-22, 2010 
 Cruise from Florida through the Panama Canal to San Francisco. One night pre-stay in Ft. Lauderdale and then a 15 
cruise aboard the Sea Princess, with port stops in: Aruba, Cartagena, Panama, Costa Rico, and Mexico. Prices range 
from $2680 to $3655. Offered by Area 1 Travel. Call Midge Damont at 650-588-6645. 
 
 

-CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON PHOTOS- 
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NON-RESPONSIBILITY CLAUSE: 
All tours and other activities for SONS-IN-RETIREMENT, INC. or its branches or committees, are for the convenience and pleasure of 
members and guests who desire to participate. However, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC. and the branches do not assume any 
responsibility for the well being or safety of participants or passengers, or their property, in any matters pertaining to said tours, trips or 
other activities. 

CHECKS FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITIES: 
Checks for travel events of three (3) nights or less shall be made payable to the branch, or, if arranged through a travel agency, checks 
may be made to an agency at the branch's option. Checks for travel events for four (4) or more nights shall be made to the travel 
agency. 

ATTENDANCE: 
Regular members missing three (3) consecutive meetings without NOTIFYING THEIR ATTENDANCE  Chairman giving a valid reason,         
or attending less than six (6) meetings within the last twelve (12) months shall be notified by form letter #4 of their pending membership 
termination. Certification of attendance at another branch meeting will be considered as credit to the attendance record. 
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DRY DIGGIN’S BRANCH #70 

Ben Collins, Editor 
3266 Vista del Mundo 

Camino, CA 95709-9587 
bencollins@comcast.net 
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NEXT MEETING 
January 7, 2010 

COLDSPRINGS GOLF 
CLUB 

PLACERVILLE 

More Pictures of Luncheon Next Month 
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