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HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
Norm Nester 

and 
Jon Somplack 

 
(Don’t forget to pick up your Birthday 

Drawing Ticket!) 
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Hi All, 
As usual, we had a wonderful Christmas luncheon. The Foothill Women’s Chorus turned in an 
enjoyable performance and “wow’d” all of our ladies and Callie treated us with a fine meal…. 
I’m going to miss having our luncheons at the Elk’s Lodge. They have a great facility and their 
people couldn’t be nicer. I’m sure though, we will all be happy at the Cold Springs Country 
Club… Don’t forget: -- Our first luncheon will be on Monday January 5th.  That’s because the 
first Thursday falls on a holiday (New Year’s Day). From then on we will return to our normal 
First Thursday of each Month.  
 
I hope you can attend our January luncheon. We have a couple of issues that will require your 
input. We also will be inducting several new members into our branch. One of them will be Ron 
Duncan from Cordially Yours Travel . He will give us a peek at some of the travel options 
coming up soon.  
 
As you know, we have been working with Branch 165 to come up with a plan to merge our two 
branches. Most of the details have been worked out between our two Executive Committees, but 
we still haven’t agreed upon who will be our new BIG SIR. I will be taking over Dave 
Smythe’s spot as Area Governor so we will need someone to take over as our BIG SIR. Norm 
Smith is presently the BIG SIR for Branch 165 and he is planning on attending our January 
luncheon so that he may address our members. He will speak to us prior to our luncheon and 
then he will depart, in order that we might discuss whether or not we want to merge with 165 
and if we want him to be our leader for 2009.  
 
We will also be welcoming our new LITTLE SIR, Ray Snider , at the January meeting. He has 
some exciting speakers lined up for for us so be sure and see his report below. Don’t forget, we 
have moved our meeting place to Cold Springs Country Club.  … Dale Snyder 
 
LITTLE SIR REPORT:  Ray Snider  
I have arranged to have El Dorado County Sheriff  Jeff Neves as our Guest Speaker for our  
January 5th meeting. He will give us an up-date on “New Morning”.  Should be an interesting 
program.  For the February 9th meeting we will have Doug Noble, (Mountain Democrat) telling 
stories of El Dorado County “Golf Mining Days”.  And, for March 5th I have Greg Veim 
(Author of the book “True Gold), for more on California & Mother Lode History. 

 
“ON THE LITE SIDE” 

A pessimist is one who feels bad when he feels good  
for fear he’ll feel worse when he feels better. 
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THE WORLD OF SIR TRAVEL 
 

Travel Bulletin 
 

November 3-15, 2008  Vietnam & Thailand  A 13 day adventure that will take you to Ho Chi Minh City, 
the Mekong Delta, and Halong Bay in Vietnam, and then to sites in Thailand. Price includes r/t air, hotels, 
breakfasts, lunches and dinners. Cost is $3885 PPDO.  Offered by Branch 146.  Contact Bob Spellman at 
(925) 934-8428. 

November 4-23, 2008—Exotic Cruise to Santiago Chile 
A 19 day cruise aboard the Norwegian Sun from San Francisco. Nine ports of call, including: Acapulco, 
Mexico— Puerto Quetzal, Guatemala—Puntarenas, Costa Rica—Quito (Manta), Ecuador—Lima (Callao), 
Peru—Arica, Chile—LaSerna (Coquimbo), Chile—and Santiago. Prices range from $3148 to $3678 PPDO. 
Offered by Branches 20, 36, 85, and 104 Travel. Call Tom Cutting at 831-476-9725. 
 
November 10-22, 2008—Egyptian Odyssey  Cruising the magical waters of the Nile for 7 days --aboard the 
MS Crown Empress -- is the most enjoyable and relaxing way to experience the many sights and wonders of 
ancient Egypt. The trip includes four nights at the Grand Hyatt in Cairo, allowing time to see all the main 
attractions in and around the city. November is considered one of the most favorable months to visit Egypt. 
Cost is $4195 PPDO. Offered by Branch 114 Travel. Call Jim Stoner at 408-238-8458. 
 
December 13-22, 2008—Galapagos and More!!  This trip will include the famous Otavalo Market before 
getting on board the Coral II for 5 days of touring the Archipelago. There will be a full-time naturalist to 
answer our questions and be our guide. The ship limits passengers to 20 and will be exclusive for SIR on 
this trip. Prices range from $4120 to $4425 PPDO. Offered by Branch 62 Travel. Call Ray Kriess at 650-
968-4299. 
 
December 29, 2008-January 2, 2009—New Years Eve at the Beautiful Gaylord Opryland Resort  This is a 
wonderful trip to a magnificent resort in Nashville. Price includes: all four nights at the resort, four break 
fasts, dinner cruise aboard the General Jackson, performance at the Grand Ole Opry, gala New Years Eve 
party and much more. Cost is $1567 PPDO. Offered by Branches 45 & 109 Travel.Call  Larry Garvin at 
530-673-3693. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
BOB GOGGINS 

 
Br. 70 Funds Available  
Checking       $930.11 
 Petty Cash      230.00  
                      $1160.11 

 MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  
JOEL ENNS 

 
       Active: 79           Inactive: 1 
                       

 
                                                                                                                   

   Travel Bulletin 
 
January 25, 2008-February 10, 2009—Cruise from Australia to New Zealand 
Cruise from Australia to New Zealand on board the Diamond Princess. Two-night, pre-cruise stay in Syd-
ney. Some of the ports of call: Melbourne, Fjordland National Park, Dunedin, Christchurch, and Tauranga. 
Trip Includes r/t air and guided tours of both Sydney and Auckland. Prices range from $4190 to $5470 
PPDO. Offered by Branches 101 & 121 Travel. Call Werner Schlapfer at 925-443-8291  

January 25 - February 10, 2009—Cruise from Australia to New Zealand 
Cruise from Australia to New Zealand on board the Diamond Princess. Two-night, pre-cruise stay in Syd-
ney. Some of the ports of call: Melbourne, Fjordland National Park, Dunedin, Christchurch, and Tauranga. 
Trip Includes r/t air and guided tours of both Sydney and Auckland. Prices range from $4190 to $5470 
PPDO. Offered by Branches 101 & 121 Travel. Call Werner Schlapfer at 925-443-8291. 
 
March 4-12, 2009  - Discover Sicily 
This 9 day trip includes r/t air, hotel accommodations and 11 meals. Travelers will enjoy a deluxe bus tour 
and guided tours of Taormina, Mt. Etna Volcano, a local winery tasting tour, Catania, Caltagirone, Pizzaa 
Amerina, Villa Casale, Siracusa, and an optional tour to Palermo. Cost is $2643 PPDO. Offered by Area 6 
Travel. Call Henry Puccinelli at 415-457-3990.      

 
MERRY CHRISTMAS                                              
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MORE TRAVEL 
 

January 25 - February 10, 2009—Cruise from Australia to New Zealand 
Cruise from Australia to New Zealand on board the Diamond Princess. Two-night, pre-cruise stay in ydney. Some of the 
ports of call: Melbourne, Fjordland National Park, Dunedin, Christchurch, and Tauranga. Trip Includes r/t air and guided 
tours of both Sydney and Auckland. Prices range from $4190 to $5470 PPDO. Offered by Branches 101 & 121 Travel. Call 
Werner Schlapfer at 925-443-8291. 
 
March 4-12, 2009  - Discover Sicily 
This 9 day trip includes r/t air, hotel accommodations and 11 meals. Travelers will enjoy a deluxe bus tour and guided tours 
of Taormina, Mt. Etna Volcano, a local winery tasting tour, Catania, Caltagirone, Pizzaa Amerina, Villa Casale, Siracusa, 
and an optional tour to Palermo. Cost is $2643 PPDO. Offered by Area 6 Travel. Call Henry Puccinelli at 415-457-3990. 
 

                

 

 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 
  

Big Sir Continued 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MORE TRAVEL 
 

January 25 - February 10, 2009—Cruise from Australia to New Zealand 
Cruise from Australia to New Zealand on board the Diamond Princess. Two-night, pre-cruise stay in ydney. Some of the 
ports of call: Melbourne, Fjordland National Park, Dunedin, Christchurch, and Tauranga. Trip Includes r/t air and guided 
tours of both Sydney and Auckland. Prices range from $4190 to $5470 PPDO. Offered by Branches 101 & 121 Travel. Call 
Werner Schlapfer at 925-443-8291. 
 
March 4-12, 2009  - Discover Sicily 
This 9 day trip includes r/t air, hotel accommodations and 11 meals. Travelers will enjoy a deluxe bus tour and guided tours 
of Taormina, Mt. Etna Volcano, a local winery tasting tour, Catania, Caltagirone, Pizzaa Amerina, Villa Casale, Siracusa, 
and an optional tour to Palermo. Cost is $2643 PPDO. Offered by Area 6 Travel. Call Henry Puccinelli at 415-457-3990. 
 

                

 

 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

Big Sir Continued 
 

As I mentioned at an earlier meeting, Branch 165 has been steadily losing members and is now to the point where they are 
seeking to merge with another branch. Their Executive Committee met with our Executive Committee today, prior to our  
regular meeting,  to discuss the possibility of merging with our Branch 70.  We were able to work out most of the terms 
except for who would be the Big SIR. Their present Big SIR, Norm Smith, has some personal convictions that some of our 
members might not be willing to accept. A decision on the merger was deferred until Norm Smith is able to address our 
general membership at our meeting on January 5th. . He will leave meeting after his address and the matter will be discussed 
and decided by our general membership. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MORE TRAVEL 
 

January 25 - February 10, 2009—Cruise from Australia to New Zealand 
Cruise from Australia to New Zealand on board the Diamond Princess. Two-night, pre-cruise stay in ydney. Some of the 
ports of call: Melbourne, Fjordland National Park, Dunedin, Christchurch, and Tauranga. Trip Includes r/t air and guided 
tours of both Sydney and Auckland. Prices range from $4190 to $5470 PPDO. Offered by Branches 101 & 121 Travel. Call 
Werner Schlapfer at 925-443-8291. 
 
March 4-12, 2009  - Discover Sicily 
This 9 day trip includes r/t air, hotel accommodations and 11 meals. Travelers will enjoy a deluxe bus tour and guided tours 
of Taormina, Mt. Etna Volcano, a local winery tasting tour, Catania, Caltagirone, Pizzaa Amerina, Villa Casale, Siracusa, 
and an optional tour to Palermo. Cost is $2643 PPDO. Offered by Area 6 Travel. Call Henry Puccinelli at 415-457-3990.
 

                

 

 

                                                            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Directions to Cold Spring Golf Club 
 

Starting from the Entrance of  Placerville Home Depot, proceed straight ahead to the Stop Sign located at the DMV intersection. 
Turn left and follow Cold Springs Road to Richard Ave. (There is a small “Convenience Store” immediately prior to reaching 
Richard Ave. Turn left onto Richard and follow the street straight into the Golf Course. 
 

NOTE: It is approximately 3.2 miles from Home Depot to the turn onto Richard.   
 
 
 

 
                

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Group at Our Christmas Luncheon  

Elks Lodge 2008 
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NON-RESPONSIBILITY CLAUSE 
All tours and other activities for SONS-IN-RETIREMENT, INC. or its branches or committees, are for the conven-
ience and pleasure of members and guests who desire to participate. However, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC. 
and the branches do not assume any responsibility for the well being or safety of participants or passengers, or 
their property, in any matters pertaining to said tours, trips or other activities. 

CHECKS FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITIES 
Checks for travel events of three (3) nights or less shall be made payable to the branch, or, if arranged through a 
travel agency, checks may be made to an agency at the branch's option. Checks for travel events for four (4) or 
more nights shall be made to the travel agency. 

ATTENDANCE 
Regular members missing three (3) consecutive meetings without NOTIFYING THEIR ATTENDANCE  Chairman 
giving a valid reason, or attending less than six (6) meetings within the last twelve (12) months shall be notified by 
form letter #4 of their pending membership termination. Certification of attendance at another branch meeting will 
be considered as credit to the attendance record. 
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DRY DIGGIN’S BRANCH #70 

Ben Collins, Editor 
3266 Vista del Mundo 

Camino, CA 95709-9587 
bencollins@comcast.net 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

NEXT MEETING 
JANUARY 5, 2009 

COLD SPRINGS GOLF 
CLUB 

PLACERVILLE 


