
DRY DIGGIN’S  
BRANCH 70  

Chartered September, 1977 

FEBRUARY 
2008 

�����������	��
���
�������	�����������������������	��
���
�������	�����������������������	��
���
�������	�����������������������	��
���
�������	������������
��������	����������	����������������	����������	����������������	����������	����������������	����������	��������� ���

BIRTHDAYS  
Bob Bishop, Dick Carter,  

Bob Gogggins, Murry Hunter, 
Joe Paulson, John Pericic 

  

BIG SIR’S REPORT: Bob Gilmore 

I look forward to a very interesting year, and, one that will be very productive & rewarding in 
maintaining the accomplishments of Branch 70. 

Kudos to Past Little Sir, John Collens, for filling in as Guest Speaker at our January meeting. 
John related some of his WWII experiences as a B-24 Pilot to include losing two engines during 
one of his combat missions over Germany . It was a very interesting presentation and we thank 
him for making it so. 

This report will be short because until the Executive Committee meets in February and we dis-
cuss ideas for the activities in the coming year, I can’t have much to say except to thank you for 
giving me this chance to more fully participate in the activities of Branch 70.   

Oh, yes. I don’t want to forget.  It would be great to have a full slate of officers this year. Re-
member, we need a Little Sir.  It would be nice if someone would volunteer.  Also, a Branch  
Travel Chairman would be beneficial to the members of Branch 70. 

Our February speaker will be Debra Braver from the State Department of Corporations.  She will be 
speaking about Senior Scams.   

Again, thanks for electing me.  I look forward to a very good year. 

 

 

LITTLE SIR’S REPORT:    Position remains vacant.  Somebody needs to step up! 
 

 
 
 
 

….“ON THE LITE SIDE”…. 
The journey of a thousand miles begins with  

a broken tire and leaky tire. 
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      BRANCH 70 
ELECTED OFFICERS 
BIG SIR 
Bob Gilmore 
[530] 621-3488 
LITTLE SIR 
(To be announced) 
SECRETARY 
Frank Ginelii 
[530] 626-3862 
ASST. SECY. 
Bob Hubble 
[530] 644-2464 
TREASURER 
Robert Goggins 
626-6773 
ASST. TREAS. 
John Blevens 
[530] 647-1625 
DIRECTORS 
Bob Ames 
[530] 672-1709 
Ben Collins 
[530] 644-6661 
James Eliasen 
[530] 622-4089                         
Joel Enns (916) 983-7166 
Dick Henderson 
[530] 676-7200 
Dale Snyder 
[530] 622-3904 
 
APPOINTED POSITIONS 
BRANCH HISTORIAN 
Gil Connell 
[530] 622-0913 
BRANCH CHAPLAIN 
Jim Upshaw 
[530] 622-8793 
BULLETIN EDITOR 
Ben Collins 
[530] 644-6661 
STATE OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 
Arthur E. Pufford 
655 Lobelia Court 
Sonoma, CA 95476 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Davis Reiser 
1499 Montalban Drive 
San Jose, CA 95120 
SECRETARY 
William T. Short 
6631 Onyx Trail 
Pollock Pines, CA 95726 
TREASURER 
Robert Mannell 
2628 Aragon Way 
San Joae, CA 95125 
DIRECTOR REGION #2 
Ronald McCall 
1615 Country Club Drive 
Placerville, CA 95667 
GOVERNOR AREA #30 
David Smyth 
3120 Sundance Trail 
Placerville, CA 95667 
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THE WORLD OF SIR TRAVEL 
 

 Travel Bulletin 
 
/tip for food servers.  $23.00 PP. 
Contact:   
 
February 28—March 9, 2008  Tahiti-Cook Island Cruise 
Cruise on the 670 passenger Tahitan Princess.  Visit Papeete, Huahine, Raratonga, Bora Bora, and Moorea. Dur to the popularity 
of this cruise, and limited space in each category, early sign-up is important. $3390 to 3640pp/do. Contact Werner Schiapher at 
[925] 443-8291. 
 
March 26-April 2, 2008  Discover the French Riviera 
Fly from Sacramento to Nice, France.  The trip begins in Nice and includes Ventimiglia, Italy, Grasse, St. Paul de Vence, Saint 
Jean-Cap-Ferrat, Cannes, and Monaco.  Includes 10 meals.  Offered by Branch 110 Travel.  Contact Bill Massie at [530] 342-
2784. $2179pp/do. 
 
April 3-15, 2008  50th Anniversary Cruise to Hawaii 
Revised cruise will travel from San Francisco to Honolulu, board cruise ship and cruise the Islands of Hawaii and return by air to 
San Francisco.  Price to follow. Call Hal Stephens at [530] 295-1867 for more information. 
 
April 11-20, 2008  Romantic Rhine River Cruise 
This is a 10 day cruise from Zurick to Amsterdam.  It includes a one night stay in Zurick.  The towns we will visit are: Strasburg, 
France, Heidelberg, Germany, Mainz, Germany, and Amsterdam, Holland.  All shipboard meals included, air transportation from 
Bay Area to Zurick and return from Amsterdam.  Prices range from $3320 to $4345 PPDO.  Contact John Hoffman, Branch 88, 
@ (209) 642-4925. 
 
April 18-29, 2008  Rocky Mountaineer                                                                                                       A A 
Trans-Canada rail adventure from Vancouver to Toronto, with overnights in Kamloops and Baniff.  Stay at the famous Fairmont 
Chateau Hotel in Lake Louise, visit Icefields Parkway-with a ride to Athabasca Glacier-and see Niagara Falls.  Cost is $4039 
PPDO.  Contact Pete Lepisto, Area 14, @ (209) 948-2265. 

April 23-May1, 2008  River Barging on the Mississippi                                                                                                     
The trip runs from New Orleans to Memphis, with large staterooms, including bath.  Trip includes meals, tours, tips, shows, air, 
and overnights in New Orleans & Memphis.  Prices range from $2825 to $3025 PPDO.  Contact Ron de Pass, Area 19, @ (530) 
644-1405. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
BOB GOGGINS 

Br. 70 Funds Available  
Checking     $  753.70 
 Petty Cash      230.00  
 Total Funds $ 983.70 

 MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  
 

JOEL ENNS 
 

       Active: 86           Inactive: 4 
                       

 
                                                                                                                   
 



                                                          TRAVEL (CONTINUED)  

May 3-17, 2008  Cruising the Pacific Northwest                                                                                                                                              
Cruise the Pacific Northwest from San Francisco aboard Royal Caribbean's Serenade of the Seas. 9 ports of call including Ports 
Astoria, Seattle, Victoria, Juneau, Sitka, and Price Ruppert.  Prices range from $2170 to $3300 PPDO.  Contact Jerry Wisenor, 
Area 14, @ (209) 334-5181.    

June 6 - 19, 2008  Baltic Heritage Cruise An exciting adventure through the mystical ports of the Baltic Sea aboard 
the grand and beautiful new Crown Princess.  We will fly from San Jose to Copenhagen for a two night stay and a full day tour 
of Hans Christian Andersen land prior to sailing for Stockholm, Helsinki, St. Petersburg, Tallinn, Gdansk, Oslo, and back to 
Copenhagen for our flight home.  Prices range from $3,990 to $4,960 PPDO.  Offered by Areas 5 & 10.  Contact Allen Daily at 
(408) 265-8140. 

September 5 - 14, 2008  Grand Alaska Land Tour  The Grand Alaska escorted land tour is an experience of a 
lifetime.  See spectacular mountains and valleys; watch wildlife and sea in their natural habitat, and view enormous glaciers.  
This is the perfect cruisers to Alaska.  We will travel to Anchorage, Veldez, Fairbanks, and Denali National Park.  Trip includes 
all air transportation, most meals, professional tour manager, round trip transportation to the Bay Area Airport, and other 
amenities.  Price is $3,900PPDO.  Offered by Branch 88 Travel.  Contact  John Hoffman at (707) 642-4925.    

September 25 -- October 10, 2008  River Cruise on the Rhine & Danube  A 16 day River Cruise beginning in 
Budapest, Hungary and finishing in Amsterdam.  Our journey will take you to 11 cities in Hungary, Austria, Germany, and the 
Netherlands.  You will explore the regal splendor of  Budapest, meander along the fabled “Blue Danube” to Vienna, transit the 
Main-Danube Canal and glide past Germany’s castles (during Octoberfest), to the canals of Holland.  All meals, tours, and 
flights are included.  Cost is $4,5115 PPDO.  Offered by Branch 172 Travel.  Contact Earl Nelson at (209) 642-4925.                                

NOTE:  For those of you having On Line capabilities, go to www.sirinc.org, for “Sir Happenings” and 
additional Travel Offerings. 

-JANUARY LUNCHEON PHOTOS-  

 
 On the left is Outgoing Big Sir, Dale Snyder..           On the right, Big Sir, Dale Snyder,  turns over  
In the Center is New Member Frank Thomas.            the Gavel to Incoming Big Sir, Bob Gilmore 
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NON-RESPONSIBILITY CLAUSE 
All tours and other activities for SONS-IN-RETIREMENT, INC. or its branches or committees, are for the 
convenience and pleasure of members and guests who desire to participate. However, SONS IN RETIREMENT, 
INC. and the branches do not assume any responsibility for the well being or safety of participants or 
passengers, or their property, in any matters pertaining to said tours, trips or other activities. 

CHECKS FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITIES 
Checks for travel events of three (3) nights or less shall be made payable to the branch, or, if arranged through a 
travel agency, checks may be made to an agency at the branch's option. Checks for travel events for four (4) or 
more nights shall be made to the travel agency. 

ATTENDANCE 
Regular members missing three (3) consecutive meetings without NOTIFYING THEIR ATTENDANCE  
CHAIRMAN, giving a valid reason, or attending less than six (6) meetings within the last twelve (12) months shall 
be notified by form letter #4 of their pending membership termination. Certification of attendance at another 
branch meeting will be considered as credit to the attendance record. 
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DRY DIGGIN’S BRANCH #70 

Ben Collins, Editor 
3266 Vista Del Mundo 

Camino, CA 95709-9587 
colonelben@gmail.com 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

NEXT MEETING 
FEBRUARY 7, 2008 

ELKS LODGE 
SHINGLE SPRINGS 


