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HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
 

Dick Allured, Frank Thomas 
 

(Don’t forget to pick up your 
Drawing Ticket!) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITTLE SIR REPORT:  . 

….ON THE LITE SIDE…  

I always wanted to be a procrastinator, never got around to it.  
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Our first luncheon at Cold Springs Country Club was enjoyed by all. We had a good turnout and a good meal. Our 
Executive Committee voted to lower the luncheon cost from $14 to $12. This price reduction reflects the savings 
realized in hall rental costs. Our luncheon price also includes coffee, soft drinks and all gratuities. 
 
Sheriff Jeff Neves updated us on the problems his department is dealing with in our growing county. He pointed 
out that when the population passes the 100,000 mark, the problems seem to take a disproportionate leap. The sher-
iff also talked about the service that the New Morning organization provides for children in trouble. It was an enter-
taining presentation and thanks go to Little SIR, Ray Snider, for arranging such interesting speakers. 
 
Norm Smith, the Big SIR from Branch 165 addressed our group in connection with the possible merger between our 
two branches. After Norm and his group had departed, our members present were asked to vote on the question of 
whether or not to merge our branch 70 with their branch 165. A show of hands soundly rejected the proposal. Some 
of our members later mentioned to me that they would be more than happy to accept all of their members into our 
branch on an individual basis. I later passed this information on to Norm Smith. 
 
Ron Duncan was inducted into our group at today’s meeting. Ron will be our Travel Coordinator and work with 
all branches in our area to arrange interesting trips. Ron’s wife Gwen, runs Cordially Yours Travel in Cameron 
Park and she will be happy to work with us and put together whatever trips you would like. Let’s all take advantage 
of this new opportunity….  On that same score, don’t forget that Frank Pignata from Branch 165 is working to 
arrange fun day golf trips for us. He’s in Hawaii this week but give him a call next week at 677-8009 (calfranky 
@comcast.net) and get on his golf buddies list.   
 
Our move to Cold Springs cost us a few members, two of which were directors on our Executive Committee. Our 
Executive Committee deals with the various questions that always seem to keep popping up. We need to replace 
these two members as soon as possible and I would like to fill these two posts at the February meeting. Please con-
sider becoming a member of this committee. It’s not a lot of work - we just want your input. We also need an Assis-
tant Secretary and Assistant Treasurer. 
 
I will be stepping down as your Big SIR at the February meeting and we will be electing someone to fill this spot. 
Please think about who you would like to nominate to be our Big SIR for 2009.  See you on February 5th.  
 
LITTLE SIR REPORT: Ray Snider  
As announced in the January Bulletin, our speaker at our next meeting in February, will be Doug 
Noble, (Mountain Democrat), telling stories of El Dorado “Gold Mining Days”.  He’s also quite 
noted for his observations on food & wine establishment in our area.  Should be interesting! 
 

“ON THE LITE SIDE” 
He has the sort of face that makes you realize 

God does have a sense of humor. 
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our speaker for April will be mr. doug noble. some  of us are familiar with doug's writings 
for the mountain 
democrat. doug will talk about california history in general including stories of the mother 
lode. he may also have some things to say regarding wine and food if time permits.  
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….ON THE LITE SIDE…. 
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NOTICE:  Last Call for Tickets to the Picnic.  Contact Bob Goggins NOW at 626-6773. We want 
you to be there.  And don’t forget to bring your eating utensils, plates, knives & forks etc.  Also 
please bring a prize for our raffle! 

 
.  

 
 

….On The Lite Side…. 
Everyone seems normal until you get to know them. 
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THE WORLD OF SIR TRAVEL 
 

Travel Bulletin 
 

November 3-15, 2008  Vietnam & Thailand  A 13 day adventure that will take you to Ho Chi Minh City, 
the Mekong Delta, and Halong Bay in Vietnam, and then to sites in Thailand. Price includes r/t air, hotels, 
breakfasts, lunches and dinners. Cost is $3885 PPDO.  Offered by Branch 146.  Contact Bob Spellman at 
(925) 934-8428. 

November 4-23, 2008—Exotic Cruise to Santiago Chile 
A 19 day cruise aboard the Norwegian Sun from San Francisco. Nine ports of call, including: Acapulco, 
Mexico— Puerto Quetzal, Guatemala—Puntarenas, Costa Rica—Quito (Manta), Ecuador—Lima (Callao), 
Peru—Arica, Chile—LaSerna (Coquimbo), Chile—and Santiago. Prices range from $3148 to $3678 PPDO. 
Offered by Branches 20, 36, 85, and 104 Travel. Call Tom Cutting at 831-476-9725. 
 
November 10-22, 2008—Egyptian Odyssey  Cruising the magical waters of the Nile for 7 days --aboard the 
MS Crown Empress -- is the most enjoyable and relaxing way to experience the many sights and wonders of 
ancient Egypt. The trip includes four nights at the Grand Hyatt in Cairo, allowing time to see all the main 
attractions in and around the city. November is considered one of the most favorable months to visit Egypt. 
Cost is $4195 PPDO. Offered by Branch 114 Travel. Call Jim Stoner at 408-238-8458. 
 
December 13-22, 2008—Galapagos and More!!  This trip will include the famous Otavalo Market before 
getting on board the Coral II for 5 days of touring the Archipelago. There will be a full-time naturalist to 
answer our questions and be our guide. The ship limits passengers to 20 and will be exclusive for SIR on 
this trip. Prices range from $4120 to $4425 PPDO. Offered by Branch 62 Travel. Call Ray Kriess at 650-
968-4299. 
 
December 29, 2008-January 2, 2009—New Years Eve at the Beautiful Gaylord Opryland Resort  This is a 
wonderful trip to a magnificent resort in Nashville. Price includes: all four nights at the resort, four break 
fasts, dinner cruise aboard the General Jackson, performance at the Grand Ole Opry, gala New Years Eve 
party and much more. Cost is $1567 PPDO. Offered by Branches 45 & 109 Travel. Call  Larry Garvin at 
530-673-3693. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
BOB GOGGINS 

 
Br. 70 Funds Available  
Checking       $1024.82 
 Petty Cash        230.00  
Total Funds   $1254.82 

 MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  
Dale Snyder  

 
      Active: 61           Inactive: 0 
                       

 
                                                                                                                   

    

Travel Bulletin  
 August 8-23,2009-Romantic Rhine & Moselle Rivers 
Explore Holland’s colorful capital as you cruse through Amsterdam’s enchantimng canals on this 14 night 
cruise from Amsterdam to Basel on board Avalon Waterway’s brand new ship, the MS Affinity. Trip in-
cludes all meals and r/t air. Costs run from $6270 to $8669. Offered by Branch 116 Travel. Call Ken Rich-
ter at 925-689-6217. 
 
August 15-20, 2009-Yellowstone & Tetons Mountain Majesty 
Enjoy the Scenic wonders of Yellowstone and the Grand Teton National Parks. The tour features include: 
Bream Canyon, a performance by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, a tour of Salt Lake City and a boat trip on 
the Snake River. Five nights and 9 meals are provided along with r/t air. Cost is $1545 PPDO. Offered by 
Branch 10 Travel. Call Mike Console at 408-246-1080 or John Pletsch at 408-274-2992. 
 
August 22-September 4, 2009-Authentic Ireland 
Explore the ancient and contemporary history, culture and scenic wonders of the Emerald Isle. Stops include 
all the famous places in Ireland and with just 24 travelers, the small group means a more personal experi-
ence. R/T air, hotels and 16 meals are among what is included on this trip. Cost is $4259 PPDO. Offered 
by Branch 39 Travel. Call Neil Jameson at 831-336-2476. 
 
September 1-11, 2009-Cruise Alaska & Canada 
This cruise is round trip from San Francisco on board the Sea Princess. Ports of call include Ketchikan, Jun-
eau, Skagway, and Victoria BC, plus a visit to the Tracy Arm Fjord. Prices range from $1735 to $2785 
PPDO. Offered by Branch 113 Travel. Call Russ Salazar at 530-644-3809. 
 
September 11-26, 2009-Castles Along the Rhine & Danube 
This is a 16 day cruise from Budapest to Amsterdam. We will depart from San Francisco and board our de-
luxe river cruise ship in Budapest. We will then travel through Hungary, Austria, Germany, and the Nether-
lands, with 12 shore excursions. Pricing begins at $4499 PPDO. Offered by Branch 172 Travel. Call Earl 
Nelson at 209-586-5661. 
 
 
 
 



 
Travel Continued 

 
September 24-October 12, 2009-Highlights of South Africa 
On this comprehensive 19 day trip you will discover the cultural and natural wonders of South Africa. The trip will take 
you to such places as Johannesburg, Kruger National Park, Swaziland, Zululand, Wilderness and Cape Town with some 
optional side trips available. Cost is $4195 PPDO and includes r/t air, 17-night hotel stay, 32 meals, and 13 sightseeing 
tours. Offered by Area 2 Travel. Call Bob Spellman at 925-934-8428. 
 
October 23–November 3, 2009-Mexican Riviera Cruise 
Experience a 12 day cruise on board Norwegian Cruise Line’s Norwegian Sun. Dance the night away , shop for famous 
Mexican silver, taste some of Mexico’s famous Tequilas, play golf at some of  Mexico’s finest courses, or simply cruise 
along for the ride along the Gold Coast of Mexico. Golfer and non-golfer prices range from $1030 TO $1959. Offered 
by Branches 45 & 109 Travel. Call Larry Garvin at 530-673-3693. 
 
October 23 – November 7, 2009, Fall Foliage Cruise 
Fall foliage cruise aboard the Crown Princess from Quebec City to Ft. Lauderdale with stops in: Corner Brook, 
Newfoundland – Sydney & Halifax, Nova Scotia – St John, New Brunswick, and Bar Harbor, Maine – Boston, 
Massachusetts – New Port, Rhode Island – New York City – Norfolk, Virginia – and Charleston, South Carolina. Prices 
range from $ 3740 to $5080 PPDO. Offered by Branches 101 & 121 Travel. Call David Abrahams at 925- 447-9386. 
 
October 22-November 8, 2009, Boston to New Orleans 
A 16 day luxury cruise aboard Norwegian Cruise Line’s Spirit. We leave from Boston with ports of call in Samana, St 
Thomas Antiqua, Barbados, Curaco, Aruba, Santo Thomas De Casitilla, Belize City, Costa Maya, and New Orleans. 
Prices range from $2594 to $2990. Offered by Branch 88 Travel. Call John Hoffmann at 707-642-4925 
 
November 4-13, 2009, Costa Rica, Eruptions of Beauty 
Explore the natural beauty of volcanoes, lush rain forests, and gorgeous beaches. This is an escorted tour with 3 nights 
each in San Jose, Arenal, and Ocotal Beach, plus much more. Cost is $2990 PPDO. Offered by Branches 101 & 121 
Travel. Call  Werner Schlapfer at 925-443-8291. 
 
November 7-19, 2009, Mexico’s Colonial Jewels 
During this 12 day trip we will visit 7 UNESCO World Heritage sights including: Our Lady of Guadalupe, Pyramids 
of Teotihuacan, National Folkloric ballet performance, San Miguel de Allende Granaditas Museum, Rafael Coronel 
Museum, National Museum of Anthropology, Patzcuaro Morelia, and many more sights. Cost is $2389 PPDO. Offered 
by Branch 110 Travel. Call Tom Marks at 530-342-1441.                                                                       
 
        Bill Sands says “Welcome” as he hands out Badges                    Our Guest Speaker for July 
                         for our Monthly Luncheon.                                                    Pamela Masters 
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NON-RESPONSIBILITY CLAUSE: 
All tours and other activities for SONS-IN-RETIREMENT, INC. or its branches or committees, are for the conven-
ience and pleasure of members and guests who desire to participate. However, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC. 
and the branches do not assume any responsibility for the well being or safety of participants or passengers, or 
their property, in any matters pertaining to said tours, trips or other activities. 

CHECKS FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITIES: 
Checks for travel events of three (3) nights or less shall be made payable to the branch, or, if arranged through a 
travel agency, checks may be made to an agency at the branch's option. Checks for travel events for four (4) or 
more nights shall be made to the travel agency. 

ATTENDANCE: 
Regular members missing three (3) consecutive meetings without NOTIFYING THEIR ATTENDANCE  Chairman 
giving a valid reason, or attending less than six (6) meetings within the last twelve (12) months shall be notified by 
form letter #4 of their pending membership termination. Certification of attendance at another branch meeting will 
be considered as credit to the attendance record. 
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DRY DIGGIN’S BRANCH #70 

Ben Collins, Editor 
3266 Vista del Mundo 

Camino, CA 95709-9587 
bencollins@comcast.net 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

NEXT MEETING 
AUGUST 6, 2009 

HIGH HILL RANCH  
CAMINO 

 


