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HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
Rich Czapkay, Len Davis, Emerson 

Luther, Dan Mainwaring, Matt 
Mathews, Bill Theurer, Jack Tosh, 

Ernie Whitesell 
(Don’t forget to pick up your Birthday 

Drawing Ticket!) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITTLE SIR REPORT:  . 

….ON THE LITE SIDE…  

I always wanted to be a procrastinator, never got around to it.  
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Our first luncheon at Cold Springs Country Club was enjoyed by all. We had a good turnout and a good meal. Our 
Executive Committee voted to lower the luncheon cost from $14 to $12. This price reduction reflects the savings 
realized in hall rental costs. Our luncheon price also includes coffee, soft drinks and all gratuities. 
 
Sheriff Jeff Neves updated us on the problems his department is dealing with in our growing county. He pointed 
out that when the population passes the 100,000 mark, the problems seem to take a disproportionate leap. The sher-
iff also talked about the service that the New Morning organization provides for children in trouble. It was an enter-
taining presentation and thanks go to Little SIR, Ray Snider, for arranging such interesting speakers. 
 
Norm Smith, the Big SIR from Branch 165 addressed our group in connection with the possible merger between our 
two branches. After Norm and his group had departed, our members present were asked to vote on the question of 
whether or not to merge our branch 70 with their branch 165. A show of hands soundly rejected the proposal. Some 
of our members later mentioned to me that they would be more than happy to accept all of their members into our 
branch on an individual basis. I later passed this information on to Norm Smith. 
 
Ron Duncan was inducted into our group at today’s meeting. Ron will be our Travel Coordinator and work with 
all branches in our area to arrange interesting trips. Ron’s wife Gwen, runs Cordially Yours Travel in Cameron 
Park and she will be happy to work with us and put together whatever trips you would like. Let’s all take advantage 
of this new opportunity….  On that same score, don’t forget that Frank Pignata from Branch 165 is working to 
arrange fun day golf trips for us. He’s in Hawaii this week but give him a call next week at 677-8009 (calfranky 
@comcast.net) and get on his golf buddies list.   
 
Our move to Cold Springs cost us a few members, two of which were directors on our Executive Committee. Our 
Executive Committee deals with the various questions that always seem to keep popping up. We need to replace 
these two members as soon as possible and I would like to fill these two posts at the February meeting. Please con-
sider becoming a member of this committee. It’s not a lot of work - we just want your input. We also need an Assis-
tant Secretary and Assistant Treasurer. 
 
I will be stepping down as your Big SIR at the February meeting and we will be electing someone to fill this spot. 
Please think about who you would like to nominate to be our Big SIR for 2009.  See you on February 5th.  
 
LITTLE SIR REPORT: Ray Snider  
As announced in the January Bulletin, our speaker at our next meeting in February, will be Doug 
Noble, (Mountain Democrat), telling stories of El Dorado “Gold Mining Days”.  He’s also quite 
noted for his observations on food & wine establishment in our area.  Should be interesting! 
 

“ON THE LITE SIDE” 
He has the sort of face that makes you realize 

God does have a sense of humor. 
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our speaker for April will be mr. doug noble. some  of us are familiar with doug's writings 
for the mountain 
democrat. doug will talk about california history in general including stories of the mother 
lode. he may also have some things to say regarding wine and food if time permits.  
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….ON THE LITE SIDE…. 
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As fast as the time flies by it's not too early to get on top of our August Sirs' Picnic at Hi-Hill 
Ranch. Our Past Big Sir, Dale Snyder, reminded me that our club voted to do all the cooking at 
this year's  picnic, so like the Marine Corps... we're looking for a few good men that are great cooks 
and barbecuers.   Also at our February Executive Committee meeting it was decided to reinstate our 
policy regarding guest members... If a member brings a prospective member to our luncheon he 
should pay for both of their lunches and if that prospective member joins at the next meeting the 
Branch will pay for both of their lunches. 
  
Our Little Sir Ray Snider did a great job in selecting the speaker for our last meeting. Gary Davis 
from Norman Financial, was not only a great speaker but it was of particular interest to me regard-
ing the state of the real estate industry since I have been trying to sell my house in Redding for over 
a year.   
  
I want to give Ben Collins a BIG PAT ON THE BACK, for the tremendous job he does putting out 
our very professional monthly bulletin.  He not only remind us to get our reports to him on time but 
by the time he edits my article he makes me sound intelligent, too.  It is really neat to be around 
people that take such pride in the work they do to make our SIR Branch 70 successful. 
 
 Looking forward seeing all of you at our next meeting on Thursday, April 2, 2009 �
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Our speaker for April will be Doug Noble.  Some of us are familiar with Doug's writings for the 
Mountain Democrat. He will talk about California history in general including stories of the Mother 
Lode. He may also have some things to say regarding Wine and Food if time permits.  
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We’d all like to vote for the best man, 
but he’s never a candidate 
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THE WORLD OF SIR TRAVEL 
 

Travel Bulletin 
 

November 3-15, 2008  Vietnam & Thailand  A 13 day adventure that will take you to Ho Chi Minh City, 
the Mekong Delta, and Halong Bay in Vietnam, and then to sites in Thailand. Price includes r/t air, hotels, 
breakfasts, lunches and dinners. Cost is $3885 PPDO.  Offered by Branch 146.  Contact Bob Spellman at 
(925) 934-8428. 

November 4-23, 2008—Exotic Cruise to Santiago Chile 
A 19 day cruise aboard the Norwegian Sun from San Francisco. Nine ports of call, including: Acapulco, 
Mexico— Puerto Quetzal, Guatemala—Puntarenas, Costa Rica—Quito (Manta), Ecuador—Lima (Callao), 
Peru—Arica, Chile—LaSerna (Coquimbo), Chile—and Santiago. Prices range from $3148 to $3678 PPDO. 
Offered by Branches 20, 36, 85, and 104 Travel. Call Tom Cutting at 831-476-9725. 
 
November 10-22, 2008—Egyptian Odyssey  Cruising the magical waters of the Nile for 7 days --aboard the 
MS Crown Empress -- is the most enjoyable and relaxing way to experience the many sights and wonders of 
ancient Egypt. The trip includes four nights at the Grand Hyatt in Cairo, allowing time to see all the main 
attractions in and around the city. November is considered one of the most favorable months to visit Egypt. 
Cost is $4195 PPDO. Offered by Branch 114 Travel. Call Jim Stoner at 408-238-8458. 
 
December 13-22, 2008—Galapagos and More!!  This trip will include the famous Otavalo Market before 
getting on board the Coral II for 5 days of touring the Archipelago. There will be a full-time naturalist to 
answer our questions and be our guide. The ship limits passengers to 20 and will be exclusive for SIR on 
this trip. Prices range from $4120 to $4425 PPDO. Offered by Branch 62 Travel. Call Ray Kriess at 650-
968-4299. 
 
December 29, 2008-January 2, 2009—New Years Eve at the Beautiful Gaylord Opryland Resort  This is a 
wonderful trip to a magnificent resort in Nashville. Price includes: all four nights at the resort, four break 
fasts, dinner cruise aboard the General Jackson, performance at the Grand Ole Opry, gala New Years Eve 
party and much more. Cost is $1567 PPDO. Offered by Branches 45 & 109 Travel. Call  Larry Garvin at 
530-673-3693. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
BOB GOGGINS 

 
Br. 70 Funds Available  
Checking      $1003.69 
 Petty Cash      230.00  
                      $1282.69 

 MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  
(To be announced) 

 
       Active: 67           Inactive: 0 
                       

 
                                                                                                                   

   Travel Bulletin  
 
April 12-26, 2009—Exotic Panama Canal Cruise 
Enjoy 14 unforgettable days and nights on the Coral Princess. Some of the stops are: Aruba -- Caratagena,Columbia -- 
the Panama Canal – Puntarenas, Costa Rica – San Juan del Sur, Nicaragua – Puerto Quetzal, Guatemala – and Hua-
tulco, Mexico. Prices range from $2869 to $3469 PPDO and include r/t air. Offered by Area 14 Travel. CallPete Le-
pisto at 209-948-2265. 
 
 April 14-21, 2009 —Savannah & Charleston 
Seven nights including Hilton Head, Jekyll Island, Jacksonville, St. Augustine and St. Simon Island. We will be tour-
ing the gardens of the  beautiful southern plantations and much, much more! This will be a Spring Time extravaganza 
of Azaleas & Dogwoods and each day we will experience the best this beautiful area has to offer. Price of $2508 in-
cludes r/t air from the Bay Area. Early bookings will receive a savings.  Offered by Branch 153 Travel. Call Ralph 
Hunt at 650-967-8467. 
 
May 22-25, 2009  —Indianapolis 500 
Tour includes r/t air, motor coach transportation while in Indianapolis, hotel stay for 3 nights, breakfasts, box lunches, and din-
ners, reserved seating for the Festival Parade, and reserved seating at the race track, with a large monitor for race viewing. Cost is 
$1852 PPDO. Offered by Area 7 Travel. Call Paul Peters at 510-724-8345 
 
May 24-June 3, 2009—Alaska Cruise 
Ten night inside passage cruise on the Sea Princess. Ports of call include: Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, and Victoria B.C. Prices 
range from $1456 to $2373, including r/t air from San Francisco. Offered by Branch 63 Travel. Call George Smith at 530-342-
3133. 
 
May 20-June 7, 2009 —Great Wild West 
This trip will be by bus …all the way. Some of the stops include: Salt Lake City, including attendance at a rehearsal of the Mor-
mon Tabernacle Choir – Yellowstone National Park –- Grand Tetons National Park – Black Hills tour – Mt Rushmore – Crazy 
Horse Memorial – Custer State Park –Devil’s Tower – and more. The trip will be on a new, air-conditioned bus, 13 nights in fi rst 
class hotels and 12 dinners. Cost is $2780 PPDO. Offered by  Branch 33 Travel. Call Dale Martin at 916-359-6121. 
 
June 5-14, 2009 —Atlantic Maritimes 
This tour includes 9 night accommodations – a tour of Halifax and Digby – Nova Scotia – Moncton – New Brunswick – Prince 
Edward Island – Charlottetown – and Braddeck, plus some other tours and stops. The price is $3495 PPDO. Offered by Branch 88 
Travel. Call John Hoffmann at 707-642-4925. 
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MORE TRAVEL 
 

January 25 - February 10, 2009—Cruise from Australia to New Zealand 
Cruise from Australia to New Zealand on board the Diamond Princess. Two-night, pre-cruise stay in ydney. Some of the 
ports of call: Melbourne, Fjordland National Park, Dunedin, Christchurch, and Tauranga. Trip Includes r/t air and guided 
tours of both Sydney and Auckland. Prices range from $4190 to $5470 PPDO. Offered by Branches 101 & 121 Travel. Call 
Werner Schlapfer at 925-443-8291. 
 
March 4-12, 2009  - Discover Sicily 
This 9 day trip includes r/t air, hotel accommodations and 11 meals. Travelers will enjoy a deluxe bus tour and guided tours 
of Taormina, Mt. Etna Volcano, a local winery tasting tour, Catania, Caltagirone, Pizzaa Amerina, Villa Casale, Siracusa, 
and an optional tour to Palermo. Cost is $2643 PPDO. Offered by Area 6 Travel. Call Henry Puccinelli at 415-457-3990. 
 

                

 

 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 
  

Big Sir Continued 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MORE TRAVEL 
 

January 25 - February 10, 2009—Cruise from Australia to New Zealand 
Cruise from Australia to New Zealand on board the Diamond Princess. Two-night, pre-cruise stay in ydney. Some of the 
ports of call: Melbourne, Fjordland National Park, Dunedin, Christchurch, and Tauranga. Trip Includes r/t air and guided 
tours of both Sydney and Auckland. Prices range from $4190 to $5470 PPDO. Offered by Branches 101 & 121 Travel. Call 
Werner Schlapfer at 925-443-8291. 
 
March 4-12, 2009  - Discover Sicily 
This 9 day trip includes r/t air, hotel accommodations and 11 meals. Travelers will enjoy a deluxe bus tour and guided tours 
of Taormina, Mt. Etna Volcano, a local winery tasting tour, Catania, Caltagirone, Pizzaa Amerina, Villa Casale, Siracusa, 
and an optional tour to Palermo. Cost is $2643 PPDO. Offered by Area 6 Travel. Call Henry Puccinelli at 415-457-3990. 
 

                

 

 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

Big Sir Continued 
 

As I mentioned at an earlier meeting, Branch 165 has been steadily losing members and is now to the point where they are 
seeking to merge with another branch. Their Executive Committee met with our Executive Committee today, prior to our  
regular meeting,  to discuss the possibility of merging with our Branch 70.  We were able to work out most of the terms 
except for who would be the Big SIR. Their present Big SIR, Norm Smith, has some personal convictions that some of our 
members might not be willing to accept. A decision on the merger was deferred until Norm Smith is able to address our 
general membership at our meeting on January 5th. . He will leave meeting after his address and the matter will be discussed 
and decided by our general membership. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MORE TRAVEL 
 

January 25 - February 10, 2009—Cruise from Australia to New Zealand 
Cruise from Australia to New Zealand on board the Diamond Princess. Two-night, pre-cruise stay in ydney. Some of the 
ports of call: Melbourne, Fjordland National Park, Dunedin, Christchurch, and Tauranga. Trip Includes r/t air and guided 
tours of both Sydney and Auckland. Prices range from $4190 to $5470 PPDO. Offered by Branches 101 & 121 Travel. Call 
Werner Schlapfer at 925-443-8291. 
 
March 4-12, 2009  - Discover Sicily 
This 9 day trip includes r/t air, hotel accommodations and 11 meals. Travelers will enjoy a deluxe bus tour and guided tours 
of Taormina, Mt. Etna Volcano, a local winery tasting tour, Catania, Caltagirone, Pizzaa Amerina, Villa Casale, Siracusa, 
and an optional tour to Palermo. Cost is $2643 PPDO. Offered by Area 6 Travel. Call Henry Puccinelli at 415-457-3990.
 

                

 

 

                                                            

 
...Travel Continued... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
June 5-14, 2009—Italian Lakes & Greek Islands 
Featuring a 7 night Eastern Mediterranean Cruise. Immerse yourself in the breathtaking scenery of the Italian Lakes Region. Unpack once for a memorable 7 
night cruise aboard the Costa Fortuna, round trip out Venice. Explore histories and cultures of three distinctive countries Italy, Greece and Croatia. Visit the 
most popular Greek islands of Mykonos, Santorini, and Rhodes. Also explore the historic walled city of Dubrovnik. Trip includes 25 meals and r/t air. Prices 
range from $4679 to $5429 PPDO. Offered by Branch 10 Travel. Call Mike Console at 408-246-1080.                
 

 

        

                            Guest Joel Espinoza                                                              Bill Albright Center —Bill Green on Right 

                              Guest Speaker Gary Davis                             -3-                     Birth Day “Winner” Don Morrison 
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NON-RESPONSIBILITY CLAUSE: 
All tours and other activities for SONS-IN-RETIREMENT, INC. or its branches or committees, are for the conven-
ience and pleasure of members and guests who desire to participate. However, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC. 
and the branches do not assume any responsibility for the well being or safety of participants or passengers, or 
their property, in any matters pertaining to said tours, trips or other activities. 

CHECKS FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITIES: 
Checks for travel events of three (3) nights or less shall be made payable to the branch, or, if arranged through a 
travel agency, checks may be made to an agency at the branch's option. Checks for travel events for four (4) or 
more nights shall be made to the travel agency. 

ATTENDANCE: 
Regular members missing three (3) consecutive meetings without NOTIFYING THEIR ATTENDANCE  Chairman 
giving a valid reason, or attending less than six (6) meetings within the last twelve (12) months shall be notified by 
form letter #4 of their pending membership termination. Certification of attendance at another branch meeting will 
be considered as credit to the attendance record. 
 
  
                            
Editors Note:  As a cost saving measure, this is the last issue of the Bulletin we will be mailing out 
to the Membership.  Copies of the Bulletin will be available for pickup at each of our regular 
meetings for those who do not have Internet Access. 
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DRY DIGGIN’S BRANCH #70 

Ben Collins, Editor 
3266 Vista del Mundo 

Camino, CA 95709-9587 
bencollins@comcast.net 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

NEXT MEETING 
March 5, 2009 

COLD SPRINGS GOLF 
CLUB 

PLACERVILLE 


