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BIRTHDAYS  
Rich Czapkay, Len Davis, 

Emerson Luther,  
Dan Mainwaring,  

Matt Mathews, Bill Theurer, 
Jack Tosh, Ernie Whitesell 

  

BIG SIR’S REPORT: In the absence of Big Sir Bob Gilmore, Our Immediate Past Big Sir 
Dale Snyder, took over and conducted the meeting. Our guest speaker was Dana Rubin, a 
charming young lady from “Hands on El Dorado, who spoke about getting individuals and or, 
groups having similar interests,  together in support of worthy programs in our area.  For those 
who missed her presentation or those seeking additional information, she may be reached at 
[916] 447.7063 x 344. 

In typical Irish Tradition, Callie served us up a tasty lunch featuring Corn Beef & Cabbage. She 
also indicated that recent price increases for most food items necessitated an increase of fifty 
cents per person for meals in the future. This was brought to a vote of all those in attendance 
who unanimously approved the cost of meals would now  be set at $14.00 per member. 

Our speaker for April is Cindy Rice, Executive Director of “Partners in Care”.  

 

 

LITTLE SIR’S REPORT:   Position remains vacant.  Still looking for somebody to Step Up! 

 
 
 
                March Birthday Winner                                             Our Guest Speaker 
                       Nick Mallory                                                            Dana Rubin 
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THE WORLD OF SIR TRAVEL 
 

 Travel Bulletin  
April 11-20, 2008  Romantic Rhine River Cruise 
This is a 10 day cruise from Zurick to Amsterdam.  It includes a one night stay in Zurick.  The towns we will visit are: Strasburg, 
France, Heidelberg, Germany, Mainz, Germany, and Amsterdam, Holland.  All shipboard meals included, air transportation from 
Bay Area to Zurick and return from Amsterdam.  Prices range from $3320 to $4345 PPDO.  Contact John Hoffman, Branch 88, 
@ (209) 642-4925. 
 
April 18-29, 2008  Rocky Mountaineer                                                                                                       A A 
Trans-Canada rail adventure from Vancouver to Toronto, with overnights in Kamloops and Baniff.  Stay at the famous Fairmont 
Chateau Hotel in Lake Louise, visit Icefields Parkway-with a ride to Athabasca Glacier-and see Niagara Falls.  Cost is $4039 
PPDO.  Contact Pete Lepisto, Area 14, @ (209) 948-2265. 

April 23-May1, 2008  River Barging on the Mississippi                                                                                                     
The trip runs from New Orleans to Memphis, with large staterooms, including bath.  Trip includes meals, tours, tips, shows, air, 
and overnights in New Orleans & Memphis.  Prices range from $2825 to $3025 PPDO.  Contact Ron de Pass, Area 19, @ (530) 
644-1405. 

May 3-17, 2008  Cruising the Pacific Northwest                                                                                                                                              
Cruise the Pacific Northwest from San Francisco aboard Royal Caribbean's Serenade of the Seas. 9 ports of call including Ports 
Astoria, Seattle, Victoria, Juneau, Sitka, and Price Ruppert.  Prices range from $2170 to $3300 PPDO.  Contact Jerry Wisenor, 
Area 14, @ (209) 334-5181. 

May 3-17, 2008  Cruising the Pacific Northwest                                                                                                                                              
Cruise the Pacific Northwest from San Francisco aboard Royal Caribbean's Serenade of the Seas. 9 ports of call including Ports 
Astoria, Seattle, Victoria, Juneau, Sitka, and Price Ruppert.  Prices range from $2170 to $3300 PPDO.  Contact Jerry Wisenor, 
Area 14, @ (209) 334-5181 

May 14-22, 2008 Whistler Mountaineer / Rocky Mountaineer                                                                      
This trip will include a city tour of Vancouver, 3 days aboard the Rocky Mountaineer Train from Vancouver to Whis-
tler, Quesnel, and Jasper, 2 nights at Banff National Park, and the last night in Calgary.  Cost is $3160 PPDO.  Offered 
by: Branches 101 & 121 Travel.  Contact David Abrahams at (925) 447-9386. 

    

TREASURER’S REPORT 
BOB GOGGINS 

Br. 70 Funds Available  
Checking     $  800.79 
 Petty Cash      230.00  
Total Funds $1030.79 

 MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  
 

JOEL ENNS 
 

       Active: 84           Inactive: 3 
                       

 
                                                                                                                   
 



                                                          TRAVEL (CONTINUED)  

May 16-22, 2008 Delta South Cruise                                                                                                                        
Fly from Sacramento to New Orleans and board the River Barge Explorer.  Explore the Charm of New Orleans, then 
visit Natches, St. Francisville, Baton Rouge, and return to New Orleans.  All inclusive trip.  Prices range from $2845 
to 2998 PPDO.  Offered by Branch 143 Travel.  Contact Bill Torrens at (209) 667-0244 

June 6 - 19, 2008  Baltic Heritage Cruise An exciting adventure through the mystical ports of the Baltic Sea aboard 
the grand and beautiful new Crown Princess.  We will fly from San Jose to Copenhagen for a two night stay and a full day tour 
of Hans Christian Andersen land prior to sailing for Stockholm, Helsinki, St. Petersburg, Tallinn, Gdansk, Oslo, and back to 
Copenhagen for our flight home.  Prices range from $3,990 to $4,960 PPDO.  Offered by Areas 5 & 10.  Contact Allen Daily at 
(408) 265-8140. 

September 5 - 14, 2008  Grand Alaska Land Tour  The Grand Alaska escorted land tour is an experience of a 
lifetime.  See spectacular mountains and valleys; watch wildlife and sea in their natural habitat, and view enormous glaciers.  
This is the perfect cruisers to Alaska.  We will travel to Anchorage, Veldez, Fairbanks, and Denali National Park.  Trip includes 
all air transportation, most meals, professional tour manager, round trip transportation to the Bay Area Airport, and other 
amenities.  Price is $3,900PPDO.  Offered by Branch 88 Travel.  Contact  John Hoffman at (707) 642-4925.    

September 13-27, 2008  Grand Tour of Germany                                                                                                   
From the Alps to the North Sea, the Black Forest and Rhine Valley, to the once divided Berlin ...discover the varied 
regions of this European power house, with an exciting blend of culture, cities, rivers, and Bavarian charm.  The trip 
is extensive, but leisurely paced.  Price is $3660 PPDO.  Offered by Branch 76 Travel.  Contact Lee Suess at (209) 
296-2235. 

September  18-27, 2008  A Taste of Northern Italy                                                                                                 
A 10 day adventure through Northern Italy.  The trip includes The Lake District, Cinque Terre, and a visit with 
Leonardo DaVinci’s Last Supper.  Cost is $2999 PPDO, including air from SFO and 13 meals.  Offered by Area 1 
Travel.  Contact Michael Clark at (650) 347-0919. 

September 25 -- October 10, 2008  River Cruise on the Rhine & Danube  A 16 day River Cruise begining in 
Budapest, Hungary and finishing in Amsterdam.  Our journey will take you to 11 cities in Hungary, Austria, Germany, and the 
Netherlands.  You will explore the regal splendor of  Budapest, meander along the fabled “Blue Danube” to Vienna, transit the 
Main-Danube Canal and glide past Germany’s castles (during Octoberfest), to the canals of Holland.  All meals, tours, and 
flights are included.  Cost is $4,5115 PPDO.  Offered by Branch 172 Travel.  Contact Earl Nelson at (209) 642-4925.    

October 6-19, 2008 Danube Dream Glide past fairy-tale castles and medieval villages aboard the river cruise ship, MS 
Switzerland II, traveling the longest river in Europe.  Take in views of the Czech Republic, Germany, Slovakia, and Hungary.  
Many shore excursions are included with visits to interesting  cities and historic sites.  Trip includes r/t air from SFO to 
Budapest, with return from Prague.  Prices range from $3415 to $3660 PPDO.  Offered by Area 2 Travel.  Contact Bob Hagler 
at (925) 934-7620.     

 

 

 

“ON THE LIGHT SIDE” 

Never, under any circumstances, take a sleeping pill and a laxative on the same night! 
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NON-RESPONSIBILITY CLAUSE 
All tours and other activities for SONS-IN-RETIREMENT, INC. or its branches or committees, are for the 
convenience and pleasure of members and guests who desire to participate. However, SONS IN RETIREMENT, 
INC. and the branches do not assume any responsibility for the well being or safety of participants or 
passengers, or their property, in any matters pertaining to said tours, trips or other activities. 

CHECKS FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITIES 
Checks for travel events of three (3) nights or less shall be made payable to the branch, or, if arranged through a 
travel agency, checks may be made to an agency at the branch's option. Checks for travel events for four (4) or 
more nights shall be made to the travel agency. 

ATTENDANCE 
Regular members missing three (3) consecutive meetings without NOTIFYING THEIR ATTENDANCE  
CHAIRMAN, giving a valid reason, or attending less than six (6) meetings within the last twelve (12) months shall 
be notified by form letter #4 of their pending membership termination. Certification of attendance at another 
branch meeting will be considered as credit to the attendance record. 
 
 

   Our Immediate Past Big Sir, Dale Snyder, congratulates  
Bruce Morrison  

upon becoming a  member of our organization                           
     

  First 
Class  

Postage 

 
DRY DIGGIN’S BRANCH #70 

Ben Collins, Editor 
3266 Vista Del Mundo 

Camino, CA 95709-9587 
colonelben@gmail.com 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

NEXT MEETING 
APRIL 3, 2008 
ELKS LODGE 

SHINGLE SPRINGS 


